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AwARD OF THE SILVER STAR

T3 320, The following AWARD is announced.

LONG, "In PENCE s FIRST LINUTENANT, INFANTRY, United States
urny, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2d Battallon (fiirborne),
502¢ Tnfantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division AP0 96347
dwarded: Silver Star
Date action: 11 July 1967

Theater:

Reason:

Republic of Vietnam

For gallantry in action against a hostile force on 11 July 1967
near Duc Pho, Republic of Vietnam. First Lieuterant Long dis-
tinguished himsel.f by valorous action when his platorn was hit
by a heavy barrage »f Irenade, wmortar, and autvmatic weapons fire
from an estimated eregy company who had succeceded ir encircling
his perimeter. During the initial stages of the battle the
friendiy element sustained nuwmerous casualties, Iieutznant
Long, with complete disrsgard for his own safety, moved through-
out his defensive positions and reorganized his men and pulled
the wounded to the center of tho verimeter, Lieutenant Long
continued to expose himself to the hostile fire as he pointed
out enemy targets to his men and collected his wounded'!s weapons
and ammunition. When wounded by greonade fragments, he disro-
garded his wounds and crawled to a forward position to place
heavy return fire into ths enemy positions, Throughout the en-
tire battle Licutenant Long continually exposed himself to the
vicious enemy fire while directing th: fire of his platoon; as
a result of his outstending example and leadership, his platoon
was able to defend their position from a datermined encny ele-
ment, First Lieutenant long's gallant display of valor, his
aggressiveness and determination against a numeriecally super-
ior hostile force were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflect great crodit upon himself, the
Americal Division, and the United States irmy.

Authority: By direction of the Prasident under the provisions of the Act

OFFICIAL:

of Congress, approved 9 July 1918,
FOR THE COMMANDER:

ROBERT H. MUSSER
Ctolonel, G3
/” /7 Chief of Staff

" MATTHEW W. IRVIN /.; ‘
LTC, AGC K
Adjutant General I





