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AWARD OF THE SILVER STt.R 
(FIRST OAK LEJ�F CLUSTER) 

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is nnnounced.

PUCKETT, Ri.LFH JR.      , LIEUTENt'.NT COLONEL, I:NP/.!\Tl'RY, United Stll.tes 
Army, Hrodqur.,rters and HeadqU2.rters Comp,.'\ny, 2d Battalion (A.irborne), 
502d Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division APO 96347 

Awarded: Silver Star (1st O�k Leaf Cluster) 
I:ntc action: 26 August 1967 .5\......;.� � ·z.-�- /..'J.G.
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For gallantry in nction against·a hostile force on 26 August' 

1967 in the Republic of Vietnc-i.rr.. Lieuten2.nt Colonel Puckett, 
in a COIW,and and control helicopter, volunteered to go into 
F..n insecure, err.be. ttled land:i.ng znne to evacur..te a cri tic;i.ll.v 
Woll�ded man where �edicnl helicopters c�uld not land. Desuite 
a severe thunder storm and intense·hostile fire bein? directed 
at the helicopter, Colonel Puckt1tt; with nC1 regard for his own 
safety, went into the lnndine zone. While'there, he realized 
that 11nless somclthir.i;r wc.1.s done immedi1Itely, t!:e company W<J.s 

· in grc"..t danger· of being overrun. ILftcr S'1.!ccessfully evacuA.ting
tte wounded llliln, Colonel Puckett returned to the battle are� in
his helicorter with n c�rgo of much-n�edod ammunition. 1£,,ter
in the aft�rnonn when more casualties were sustained and
medical helicortars could not get intc, the area, Colonel :F\Jc�itt
again went into the landing zone with his comm:tnd and control
helicoJt e.r end ovacut>.ted th� dea.c! nnd wounded. Colonel Puckett 1 s
disregard for his own safety while exposed to hostile fire, his
unselfish concern for his rnen, end his valorous acts ins�ired
his men to such n degree ·th?.t they- successfull,r renelled an
enemy of superior nwr.b�r. Lieutennnt Colonel 'Puckett's un
questbno.ble valor was in keeping with the highest tr�.ditions
of the milite.ry service and reflects grec>.t credit"upon himself,
the America1 Division, and the United States Army.

Authority: By direGtion of·the President under the provisions of the 
Act of Congress, approved 9 July 1918. 
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