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SECTION I .. -~
THE SILVER STAR MLDAL
1, TC 320. Tne followin;: AJARDS are announced.

'‘8RANDER, FREDERICK C (SSAN:. ) FIRST SLRGEANT (E-8)
Company A 2d 3Jatlalion 501st Infantry APO Sen Frameisee $4363

!warded: [|'he Silwer Star Medal

Date actiong 1Y February 1968

Theauwer: Republic of Vietnam

Reason: For galiantry in action in the Republic of Vietnam on 1Y Februar: 1968,
First Serpcant Drander distinguished himself while serving witn Company
A, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantry. Company A was on combat op-
erations near the village of Thon Thuang, Republic of Vietnam. Fir:.t
Serceant Srander was with the point platoon on the sweep, w.en two men
in khaki uniforms were spotted running into a hut, and the platoon
moved on line and »e¢gan to take them under fire. The platoon advanced
aporoximatel: twent: meters when a tremendous volume of autcmatic we:.pons
ar. machine gun fire from a hedgerow fifty meters to tne front halted the
acdvance, Tne volume of fire was go neavy tihat it was practically im-
possible to mancuver. Jne man was killed with the initial burst of fire,
and in ord r to zive cover to a medic that rushed to his aid, First Ger-
can: Jrander exposed himself to the brutal fire. Hoving first from the
rizht flank to tie left flank, First Sergeznt Brander, conti,uing to
aive covering fire for the medic, placed a heavy.volume of fire on the
enemy, constantlv braving the enemy fire to .give encouragement to his men
and dir::ct their fire and movement. Moving out in front of tohe slowly
advancing lice of men, First 3ergeant Bramder thurew smoie grenades in
order to cover his movements and to permit a faster advance on t:g enemy
positions., Utill movini; back and forth along the line of alvance, First
Sergeant 8r.inder was helping to cvacuate the wounded and men killed in
t.ye acti:n wren ne was wounded by a burst of machine gun fire. ills extra-
ordinar; courare and phrsical stamina were an insriration <to all those in
t*e unit, First Sargeant Brander's exceptional valor at tne risk of his
own life and dedication to his men is in keeping with thc highest tradi~’
tions of the military scrvice and reflects great credit upon hinself, his
wnit, and the United States Army.

autitority: 3y directi-n of the President of the United States under the pro-

visions of the Act of Congress established 9 July. 1918,
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