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A1>lARP OF 'l'l.fE SILVEq STA� 

1. TC 320. The .followin� AWARD is announced.

LEWIS, PERRY A P.A: -�- - (. · . ..} SPF.CIATJST FOTTP. Company A ?d Battalion 
(Airborne) 501st Infantry APO San Franeiscc 9638:3 

Awarde d� The Silver Star 
EF:f"oct:i.•·e mon1-t,. iV/'fi 

Date action: 20 ,huv 1968 
Theater; Republic of Vieit.n8m 
Re ason: For rzallantry in action in the Rem.tblic of Vietnam qr1 20 July 196� 0

Spee1.alist Lewis distinP'tlished himself' Whi]e servini? as a machine 
�ner with the Third Platoon� Comnany A, 2rl Ra.ttalion, �Olst 
Intan:.ry 9 durin� a combat nat.r·o.i. in the denselv veeetat.ed mountains 
west of Hue, 'Renubli,� of V.i.etr,am o -Specialist Lewis 1 platoor1 was in 
the lead position� and 9 because of the thick vines �nd dense under
brusl-t � was f'o�ced t.o ::.'!llt a tra:..l with rna�he tes in lt:3 search of" a 
reported Nc:rth V-ietnames::> A.rcnw �.ase canm. Near the ·ton at a slone 
the lead element �a.me imder ar: int.ense barrap.:e cf aatomatfo weanon:s 
fire, the two lead rr£n were snot immediately and j as the rest of 
the platoon sc-u,eht cov-er,. several :r.ore men were in,"iurecl an nun.ii 
stalres clev�r-l.v t:•la.�ed bv tne ,'"!Wilt�• .':.n se'le�ted 1'!08.it:i.ons o Srie
cialist J.ewis was, �J'.inned down by the er.emy fire. '1-fvwever f, observ�ng 
t.wo of his .c:omranes wounded,, Sneci.alist Lewis bettan craw.1.in� t'ol"Ward
to a:.i r.lie fallert men. 1-fe fired :int.o the thick under-b-rush where the
enem" W(\$ hi rtdPn � I'm -..P,,c:-,..,., • · :".!>i-c-ne" t+ie 'uxcontlne: f · te .. o.s so
:..nt..er,.se trtat SneciaH st lewis lias forr.-ed t,c st.on and c.inceal h'l.mse 1 t"
behini the sparse p-ound cover� b'Ut- never did he .tr:v t,(. return to
safetv o Afte:r several minutes of slow ,;:•r1aw1:i.ng ne rea,.hei'I t,he first
wo unded ma.no Seeinp_ that the man wa;<; in de:sr,,er-a:te nt::ed r,f medical 
attention, Specialist Lew-1.s� With com,,lete dts-re_;;:a:r,d re.,. 11·�15 own 
safetv � bep,:an crawlin� and carrvin� t.he in fo:red 1tl?.:"l tc -,& t'e-:-.y" '1'he 
plat.JOn be,.t"d.:."1 to ·pu..:.1 ba.�k .in orde'l"' to e.mt:.l.•�v hel:icc-r-ter- �ur,�t:it·,s 
and vo1.unt:eers were called forward to remo·.re eqni pmant t rom tr,a r- r,c,ntv

Spec.::alist lewis volunteered a.nd be,ean t'1e lcl'l� crawl tl;Ward the 
forward areao An enentV machine i;;un was moved to wlthin thirtv mete-rs 
ol" h_s positi on and subjected r,im ;;.nd the friend l,\• v�sit.::.ons t,o 
steady fi.re. Soecialist Lewis and one uther mar1 crawie,l thr oui?l'i 
the heavy fire and de str.oyed t�e enem,v po!::ition before retrievintt 
the :,latoon 1 s equipment� _whic:h contained valuable ammunlti.on and 
Claynore mines o Specialist Lewis v personal bravery and devotion 
to d1tv wer e in ke e�in.P.: with the highest traditions of the 
military ser"ltce and reflect vi ,:at credi:-, unon himself. ".is uni.t, t 

and the United States Annv. 
Authority� fr <lirP-cT,nn of t,he Pre.side,,, ot the United States unaer the 

provis·!.one of the Act of Co'l'\p.,..ess .. annrov ed 25 Jul:i, 1163 o 
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