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NUMBER 3322

AWARD OF THE SITVER STAR
1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced.

LEWIS, PERRY A RA - - (.~ ..} 3PRCIATIST FOUP. Company A ”d Battalion
(Airborne ) 50ist Infantry APO San Franeciscc 96383

Awarded: The Silver Star

Bffcctive menthe A

Date action: 20 July 19683

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Reason: For pallantry in action in the Renubiic of Vietnam on 20 July 1968],
Specialist Lewis distineuished himzelf while servine as a machine
gunner with the Third Platoon, Commany A, 2d Rattalion. 501st
Infantry, during a combat natvrci in the denselv vegetated mountains
west of Hue, Renublic of Vietram. Specialist lewis' platoon was in
the lead nosition, and, because of the thick vines and dense under-
brush, was ferced Zo cit & trail with mashetes in its search of a
renorted North Vietnamesz Armv base camn., Near the ton of a sicne
the lead element rame wunder ar intense barrage cf automatic weaoons
fire. The two lead men were snhot immediately arid, as the rest of
the platoon scuant cover. several more mem were injured on nunii
stakes cieveriy wlaved bv tre enemy ‘n selected vositions. Spe-
cialist Tewis was- winned Jdown by tne enemy fire., WHowever, observing
wwo of his comranes wounded, Soecialist l.ewls beran crawiing torward
to aii the failer men. He fired into the thick underbrush where the
enemr was hidden. On sewew~’ - ngiens the incomine 1 re was SO
.nrense that Snecialist lewig was forzed tc ston and cenceal nimself
behini the sparse ground cover, but never dhd he.trv t. return to
safetv, After several minutes of slow crawiing he reached the first
wounded man. Seeing that the man was in desrerate need of medircal
artention, Specialist Lewis, with comnlete disrezard fer nis own
safety, bepgan crawline and carrving the insSured man tc »aftety. The
platwon hegan to puii back in order t.o emulsw helicorter punsnivs
and volunteers were called forward to remove eguipment trom the Tront.
Spec:ialist Lewis volunteered and tepan the loxm crawl teward the
forward area. An eremv machine gun was moved to within thirtv meters
of h.s nosizion and subjected nim and the friendlyr wesitions to
steady fire. Specialist Lewis and one other man crawied through
the heavy fire and destroyed the eremv posivion before retrievine
the nlatoon's equipment, which contained valuable ammunition and
Claynore mines. Specialist Lewis’ personal bravery and devotion
to ditv were in keevring with the highest traditions of tne
military service ana reilect wricat ¢redi% uncn nimself. wis wnit,
and the ilnited States Armv,

Authority: TFr direecrion of tne Presiden. of the United States uncer the

provisione of the Act of Congress, annroved 25 Julv 19%3.
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