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7 Febru.ar7 1969 

A�IAlID CF T"I! SILVER STAR 

l. TC 320, The folloWing. AWARD is announced.

HATI:S, J.AMES M                          CAPTAIN INFANTP.."f. '{eadquarters and 
�rters Company 2d E&ttallon (Airborne} 502d Infantr y APO San Fra.neiaco 
96Jfl3 

Awa.rded: The Silver Star 
Et'fective month:

Dat� action� 6 October 1968
Theater: Republic o! Vietnam 
Reason: For gallantry in action in the Repub.Uc of Vietnam on 6 October 

1968. captain Hayes distineuished himself while seal"ching tor 
a downed helicopter near the city of Phu Loe, Republic of Vietnam. 
captain Ha.yes' lead element suddenly came under intensive enemy 
autanatic weapons fire from well-:!.'orti.fied.po�itio ns. Cllptain 
Hayes mOll'ed through the heavy fire to persenally take comnnnd 
of the J.ead element. Re then directed t.he retaliatory !'\.re o f
his men, moving throup;t,out the area giving 'lfOrds of encouragen,nt
to them. Because of b.1s leadership, he and his lll8n finally over
ran the enenw positions. Captain Ha:,es then estahllshe� a defen
sive perimeter to evacuate thti dead and wounded and· replenish the
exhausted ammunition supply. At this time, the enell\Y unleashed a
bar-rage of rocket, :small arms, and mortar Ure on his company• s
posit.ion. Mule under attack,. captain Hayes, With complete dis
regard for his own safety, ran through incoming enemy fire to
dirP.ct the evacuation of the wounded. On several occasions, he
moved the wounded personnel to safety. During the attack, he
adjusted helicopter r,unship and artillery fire, which eventually
silenced the enemy positions. He then personall;y rU.rected the
ev acuation of the wounded, giving them words of encouragement and
assisting medical personnel in the treatment of the seriously
wounded. captain Hayes' personal. bravery and devotion to duty were
in keeping '\'ith the hi/!)lest traditions of the military service and
reflect great ere di t upon himself, his unit, and the United States
Amy.

Authority: By direction of the President of the United States under the 
provisions of the Act of Congress, approved 9 July 1918. 
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