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AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR MEDAL

1. TC 320. The folloving AW,\."IDS are announced.
GHEEN, KENNETH o                     CA?TAIN INFANTRY Compan1 C 1st Battalicn 
(Airborne) 502d Infantry APO San Francisco 96383 

Awarded: The Silver star Medal 
Effective month: October 1968 
Onte action: 21 July 1968 
Theater, Republic of Vietnam 
Reason1 For gallantry in action in the Rc•public of Vietnam on 21 July 1968. ' 

Captain Gheen distinguished himself while serving as the Commanding 
Qf'ficer of Conpany c, 1st P.attalion (Airborne), 502d Inf'antry. 
Company C was on a combat operation in the village of Song Tri in 
the Province of Q1.umg Dien, Republic of Vietnam. While seo.rohing 
for North Vietns..�ese A..---.:ry soldiers that were reported to be in the 
area of the Song Tri Village, the co�p:iny c8.Jlle in contact at approx­
imately 1730 hours. The company was receiving automatic weapons 
fire, small arms fire, and hand grenade3 froM well fortified enemy 
bunke�s. In the early r.o�ents of the battle, Captain Gheen moved 
to an area where he could direct fire into one of the enemy b�ers. 
Captain Gheen bro�ht sup?ressive fire on the enemy position which 
allowed the company headquarters section to reach a secured area. 
Once this was done, Captain Gheon, without regard for his own safety, 
crawled approximately fifty meters, in intense enemy fire, through 
an open field to the ene;:;y positions that were hidden in the trees. 
When Captain Gheen reachod a dis�ance of twenty-five meters from the 
enelJIY bunker, he oper,ed fire with hls M-16 rifle·and threw hand gre­
nades. captain Gheen•s actions neutralized the enemy bunker and 
killed two NoTth Vietnamese Army so:ciors that were inside. Captain 
Gheen' s heroism in close combat o.,�ainst a munerically superior Viet 
Cong force was in keeping with tho highest traditions of the military ' 
service and reflects great credi� upon himself, his Wlit, and the
United States Ar:.ny. ·· 

Authority1 Ry direction of the President of the United States under the pro­
visions of the Act of Cong1'ess, aTJproverl 9 July 1918. 
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