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AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR MEDAL 

l. TC 320. The following AWARDS are announced. 

HAGAN, RICHARD J.   SPECIALIS'I' i'OUR l J.-4 I 
Company C 1st Battalion 502d Infantry APO San Francisco 96Jel 

Awarded: The Silver Star Medal 
Effective Month: September 1968 
Date Action: 9 March 1968 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For gallantry in action in the Rcpub1ic of Vi tnnm on 9 

March 1968. Specialist Hagan distinguished himself whil 
serving as a machine gunner with the 1st Platoon, Company 
C, 1st Battalion, 502d Infantry at Ab Xuan Tuy, R public 
of Vietnam. Company C was conducting a combat op r tion 
when it came under intense automatic weapons fir from 
vell fortified enemy bunkers inside a village. In th
early moments of the battle, the squad leader nd th 
platoon sergeant for the 2d Squad, 1st Platoon were both 
•eriowsly wounded. Specialist Hagan's squad, being with
out leadership, began to lose ground and the outcome of 
the battle seemed inevitable. At this point, Spoci list 
Ragan, without regard for his own safety, crawled approx
illately forty meters through open terrain, to a more uic
•l• vantage point. Specialist Hagan set up a heavy volum 
of •uppr•••ive .fire with his M60 machine �n, enabli.ng 
tlae wounded aen of hie platoon to be pulled to a secure 
JNMition. Specialist Bagan then turned his ma.chinegun over 
t.o hi• aaaiataat, Pri•te Pirat Class Miller, and began to 
p� acearata fire on the enemy bunker with an M79 grenad 
1aancbar. After •xba1J8ting his supply of M79 ammunition,
M oall-ecl= rear for N72 Light Antitank Weapons. Th

a1-.a br ht the weapons forward And gav 
--• • •int e Miller, who prepared them for 

�--• cialiet Bagan. Speeialiat 
t• with t.he M72'e, destroying 
t of Specialist Hagan'• action• 
tleew, leaving num�roue 
c •--n•• extraordin ry hero.! m 

&gaif l■t a nwn rically 
ii.Ilg with the h Hfh �st 
... reflect gr t er dit 

..... Arlfty. 
Ualted States und, r 
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