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DEPARTITA™ OF TIT ARMY
Headouvarters 10lst Aivborne Divisian
ATC San Franciso 96373

FEERAL OPN7RS 28 Jamary 1969
MISDIR 904

AJATD OF T SILVER STAR
1. TC 320. The followin~ AARD is announced.

'ERTZ, TAIT T 006275 (Mot Availahle) CAPTATT IMPAITRY Comranry C 2d Tattalion
(Alrvovpe ' 3C)st Infantry APO San Francisco 96373

Atarded:  wha Sllver Stor

=ffective month: Jenuary 1969

Jate action: 17 loverler 1Q4R

henters Recublic of Yietnam

Reason: For gallantry in action while en T eed in military omerations
arainst an crmed fostils fore:r in the Renublic of Vietnam on
17 YNov-rber 1962, Cartain ‘lertz distinrnished hirself while
servin~ as Campany Cor-:nder of Cam~any C, ?¢ Battalion, 5Mast
Infantry, on a cambat ot=ration nezr the villrsze of Phu Loc,
Renublic of Vietnam. The comrany, led by the First Platoon, was
enmarsedl in a lar-e sveer desimed to drive insur~ents from fortified
positions. s it moved out, the Third Platoon came wnder heavy
eceny fire. Cartain ‘lertz imnedinrt~ly rnoved forward from his
rear nosition to the lead element cf the rletoon to assess the
situation. Aftor meldns his assesgment, Cartain Yertz «-2in moved
throurh thc heavy automatic wearons <ire to the Third Fl:-toon
an® rersonslly directed its movement. Desrite the heavy fire
and vith comrlete disreeard for “is own uelf~re, Ca~thain ertz
a~ain moved with the forward elexent of the =latoon in order to
efTectively control the fl-nkin~ =ttzck on the cnery. Throurh
infor:~nts captured durin~ *hc sweep, it was detemmined “hat an
astimated baitalilon >f Yorth Vietnrmese Resulars weited to ambus™
tae compény. DBecause of the enemy's numerical surerisrit— and
rroZimity, Cartain “ertz chose to withdrav in order to cz2ll in
effective artillery fire. C:-tain “fertz verson»1ly dirccted 211
elements of the comrany in an orderly ~@thdrawal amd, in srite
o the heavy cnemy fire, remained in place umtil assured that
211 cloments of “1is comrany had vithcravm. Certain erta's
~ersonal brave—- and devotion Lo dnuty wew=s in keeping ith the
hi~est troditions of the military service and reflect ~reat
crecit uron nimselS, his wnit, ond the Uaited States Arr-.

AuthoritT: 2 direction of the President of the inited Stazes under the

~rovigions of the iAct of Conrress, en-roved 9 July 19A.
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