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1. I'C no. The �ollo>!in,. A··!.�"U> is nnnou:1cod.

'�z, :'A11 'l 0.9f.27J (�'ot. A.vnil.ihle) Cf.FTAJ'? IMfAT"l':rf Ccr:!r-art:,r C 2d ,;.,,.t.tdior. 
(Airbo,·ne '. 5r.) lit Infnntry APO San Friulcisco 96'.?r"J 

Al -r.rdoc: ':'I".� S11vo:r 9t.:1r. 
-:lffccti v..: ;,-.ont,1 ,!c.nunry 1969 
J.at.e ::ction: 17 ;,Jov<.,,;:;;-cr 1%� 
'hcr.::r,r: �1i1-ubJ ic of 1/iet,nilr.: 

�enson: Far _£alla>itry in oction ,1hile en ';'°"et'. in mil.it,,.ry orie?";:,.tions 
1,.,.11inst an r.r.r!cd hostil·� fore, . .in th•.:, �r,uhlic of 1'ietnru,, on 
17 ?Jov,:r.b<•:r 196"'. ca�u..ir,. ··/ertz di,;tinr:rlished "15.rcs!U ,�hile 
servin,:: !'.S Canr,.'Ul:,T Cor.-:,;;.nr.P.r. of Ca.ran:, C, �.., 1311.ttalion, 5Cl.st 
Infentr:,, on a. combat 01 .. ,;ration ne�,- ·the vi.ll."';te of Phu Loe, 
Re!)l,lblic of 'lietnam. The c0111,...any, lea by the 'First Platoon, "Wa.s 
cn.::a'!,l!d in a larce S!•eer. desirned to driv., 1ns1tr-...nts f-rom rort1!1�d. 
positions. .'.s it ma-,ed out, th., Third Platoon c;une under he;,.v-,, 
cr•cr.t:, !'ire, Ca.rtain :krtz iJll;r.od.i;,.t,.-1,y nc,ved tori-'IU:d i':roni his 
re:ir ,:ositi on t.o t.he lead ele:nent of thi:: r.letoon to assess t.hf! 
sit.Q"l.tion. A.ft�.r !Wlki.n:r; 'ii.s a.seesSl!\'!?Jlt • C11.T¢ain Wertz a-:iin JIIOV� 
t"1rou,.h the h,;,o.vy autQnatic W!:l\!'(l,'IS �iro to the Th:l'l"{l 'Plrtocm 
an� ;.e:-son;.lly directed its r.iovement.. De-;:;:itfi t'ie he.-i-vy !irr. 
:md >!it'1 c011.,.lete dist'e"ll.rd for 'lis Cll':n '-'P.ll�-re, Ca,t.'\in ':iertz 
a--o.in :aoved ,,;I.th 1.hti !'orw;ard ele:i:ent of the "'J.Atoon in 0T'der to 
e!':ectively control t.hc !'l�n!d.n.,. �.ttack on tiie tmeJV• T!!rou�l'I 
in!or.-·.� .nts cnrrt;ured d;i•in� •.nc swC?-:r, it �a.& detP.-r::rined +hat an 
iisti"'lated batta�.ion �! i:orth Vietnt>l!\ese Re.oulars ,.-eite-l to 111:1hus·· 
P-ua car.pan;.,. Because of t� enCIJQ''S nU!ICriC;\J. su�ri'lrit:""· and
"ra>"..Jnity, Carta.in �·.'ertz chose t.0 ·.othdra�· in order to ctll in
effllctive artillery tire. C: :stain ··!ertz rerson:>.p.y itirectcc! 1111
eleMe::ts or the com,a.ny in -'Ill orderly ··lCl,'t:.hdrawal and, ill S:itf!
o:' thll i,oa� cnem:,- fire, rer.lllined i.'l plnc'l until a:.:mrerl tl•at 
;,.ll c:lo�nts of !'\ia c01:1:-any !':Mi \•".!.th('r-a11r.. c�r-tain '.·lert:1. 1 s 
:--ersonal brave::-:.· and devotion '., o ct,,ty ,-ie!'G in kcepini; ��ith t.he 
hi:-',,,st tr:;.rliti0:'1.S ,,� the r.iilitar-J ser-,ice :1nd renect.. "!"Cat 
c!'8cit u;-,�1 r,i_'l\sel.!:, ":is unit, .:nd the U::iited sutes A:rr.··. 

Aut .... ,rit:;r: � direction or the President of -t:"le i.'nited Sta+,es tJT1der t"tr. 
,-.:rovi:.icm; o:: the .\ct of Con�ss, ao:,roved 9 July J 9)�. 
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