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/. DEPART-ENT OF THE ARIY
” ’-} Fea.iqudrte::. 1015% Alr Cavelwy Division
APQ Sav Francisco 95322

GENERAL ORDERS 11 August 1968
NUMRR L551

THZ SILVER ST/R YIDAL
1., TC 320. The following AWARDS are annowced,

GENTILE, FRANCIS J SPECIALIST FOUR (E-L)

Hoadquarters and Headquartsrs Company 2d Battzlion 50lct Infantry APO

San Francisco 96383

Acrded: The Silver 3tar Medal

Dete action: 21 February 1968

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Resson: For gallantry in action in the Republic of Vietrem on 21 February 1968.
Specialint Gentile distinguished hirmself while serving eo medical corpsman
with Comparmy C, 2d Battedion, 50lst Infentry, during heavy fighting with a
large enamy force several kilomsters west of Hus, Rerublic of Vietnam, At
the beginning of the battle Company C had three mecizel corpcmen attzched
to it 4ncluding Specinrlisi Oentliz. However early in the dey the two other
corpsmen were wounded and put oit of sction, leatling only Specielist Gentile
to care for the woundec of ths entire commany. The intensity of the fire
which wounded his two comredes necesserily incurrné evon grseater than normal
casualties throughout the compamr, thus making his teask all the more arduous
and dangerous, But with the amczing ene=ry, swrassed only by his unpsrsllel-
ed courage, he contdmually meved elong the entire cempeny front under constant
and severe fire by the snemy. Tht cewpany s hit by & veritable fusilade of
rifle and mechine gun fire from the cn.mgy licez, this couplaed with the ber-
rage of grensdes, both riflcd and £rom 15-79 prenzde launchers. Even uwider * 1o
barrage Specialist Gentile continued to expose himself to the docdly eremy -
fire curing the entire bsttle until »11 t*m wounded had becn cercd for. His

ecztebanding neroism not only saved a mumher of lives but served to incpire

those around him to greater efforts es well. Specialist Geatile'o exception-
al gallantry is in keeping with the highest treditions of the militare ser-
vice and reflects great credii upon himsell, nis unit, and the United States

Authoritys By direction of the President of the United States under the provicions

of the Act of Congress establighed 9 July 1918.

FOR THL COMMANDER:

OFFITINL: W. P. TALLCN, JR
Colonel, GS
\4 Chicf of Steff
%:‘r.\ns <.:fus;:;&\
LTC, AGC
Adjutant Geners-
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