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11 Auaust 1968

l. TC 320, The !olloving AWARDS are OJ\!lOUDce:1,

G�ITILE, HANCIS J                               SF.::CIALISr FOUR (E-4) 
Hoadqua.-ters and Headquarters Coru;>aey 2d BQ.ttc:.J.ion $Quit Infantry APO 
Snn franc:1.,co 96383 
A.lt.rded: •fue Silver Star Medal 
Ollte action, 21 February 1968 
Theater, Republic ot Viet.na111 
!tee.son� For gallantry 1n action in tho Republic of Viotr.cm on 21 February 1968. 

Speoia.liat Gentile di8tinguisllcd hil:rlel! \lhilo ecrving c.11 ll!.9d1C4l. cor;,GIIUlll 
Yi.th Compaf'G" c, 2d Battclion, $01.st In!':.ntry, du.-ing heavy lighting 1:ith a 
large en6111,Y force severo.l ldloraotors west of Huo, R'.'T"ublic o! Vietnl!:ll. At 
tho beginning ot the battle COlll?l?!lj C h.c.d throe 111��;.:ol co!"p:mum attached 
to it inoluo:!ing "lpeoinli:it Oent::.le, Ho,ro;"c:- eari.Jr in t.ha dcy tho tw other 
cor,,smen were wounded and ;,ut a'lit of action, leav.1.ng only Spociellllt Gentile 
to care for the wounded at 'tbs entire Ca:::;)1!.f'G", The intensity of the !!re 
which wounded his two comro.des neceseerlly incv..=o� evon greater than nornml 
casualties throughout, the comp�, t.�WJ nald.ng hiz tesk nJ.l. the mo:-e nrduous 
and dan3erous. But with the n.-n.:.::ing onc:-cr, surpassed only by hio unp!ll'e.llel
ed cournge, he conttn.:iall.y rnovod clon,; th� anti.re cc:.pc.ny front U!ldcr 00:1:;t::nt 
and severe tire by the encm;y, 'i'h::: ccmp::..'1.j' ,:::.:. hi.t by a veritable fusil-=.do o! 
ri!ls and meehine gun fire !rem t..'::e en_-::;,• Una::, this coupled vi.th the be:-
rage of grenades, both rifled llnd fro::i M-79 gron::.do lllur.chcrn, Even u:11e:t: + ,o 
barrage Specialist Gentile conti."lued to e::poae hi.Jnocl! to the doc.dly e.".e"t"' · 
fire during the entire b&ttle until tll the -..·o'.l.,dad hud b ecin ce.:-cd fc:-. P.:Ls 
e,d,��'kl..i.•"IS 11eroum not only ca Ted a =be�· of ll TI!B but served to 1:i.::pire 
those around him to greater eftort., as Yell. SP9cial1!lt Gont1le 1 o exception
al gallllntry is in keeping 1.'1th the r.ighest trcdi tioI'� or the 1111.li�-y e'!r
vice and reflects great c?"ed::. t upon h:l.mi, w, his un:1.t, and the OJ'l.1 ted S�ta:i 
Ar-m:J. 

Authority, By direction of the President of the United Suito11 under the p ro�...DioD!I 
of the Act of Con,.<>res:i established 9 July 1918. 
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L'lt:, AGC 
Adjut,mt Generr,". 

DIS!'RIBtJrION: 
D - Plus 

.ls - Div Oroers 
� • USARV ATl'N: A\IHAQ-PD APO SF 96575 

15 • AVOO-AG.."P, 
5 - AVDG-IN 
5 - AVOO-AO-A 
2 - AVOO-AG-!l 
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SPEX:IAL DISTRIBVI'ION: 

W. P. TALLON, JR 
Colonel, GS 
Chief of st,-ff 

S - CO, HHC12/50l.-.t ! .. f 
5 - co, 2 Bn, 50lst Inf' 
S • CO, 2 Bde 
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