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AXIBD OF THE SILVI!&. ST.AR 

1. TC J20. The toll.011ir1Dg AWARD is announced.

PllIIJ.IPS, R(RIJ\LD E                         P'IRST LIEOTPJlANT DIFJ.NTRI 
Caq,ari:, D 2d Battal.ian (A1rbame) SOI.st Jntantr;y APO San Francisco 96383 

Avardeds Tba Silver star 
Etfeotive months Dticember 1968 
Date actions 2l August 1968 through 28 Auenat 1968 
Tmatera Republic of Vietna 
Reuau Por pllaDtry 1n action 1n the Republic ot Vietnam during tM period 

21 August 1968 through 28 August 1968. First Lieutenant Phill.1pe diJI• 
t1nguiahed biJllsel.1' vblle serving as Co:mnaodtng Off'1car of Company D, 
2d Battalion, SOlst Jntantry, during collbat operat1Cll8 s011ttarest of 
111.e, Republic ot Vietnam. � D vu ccnduct1ng a cod>at patrol in 
search ot the 8D811JT when the lead elem«lt came under heavy tire f'rom 
automatio veapc:11a and roclmt-propelled grenade lmmchera. Firat Lieu­
tenant Ph1111pa quiclf:13' manev.vered h1a platocm.a against the anoDV, OTOl'­

runn1ng their lead positions and mortal.17 wcunding ten Horth Vietnamtee 
Arlfl3 sold1ars. For the nut six dqs, First Lieu.tenant Phillips ak:lll• 
tuJ.ly probed the ene!IG' detenso 1n an etf'ort to p:blpo1nt their weak p011i• 
tiC11S. On 27 August 1968, he cunn1ng"Q- deployed his rmm against their 
tina.l objecUve, a enell\J' occupied hill. When the initi&l burat of' !ire 
ripped through the lead platocn, Firat Lieutenant Phillips Ullllldi&tal7 
seized control of the action by mOTing to the tront of bill unit• bringing 
up reserves, and placing perscmnel in deten,aive poaitic:118. Maa;y 1lll!lll were 
vc:JWJded during tb8 initial ecntact and needed im:iadiate medical evacuation. 
Fi ret. Lieutenant PhWipa pen� carriad me ot tba vcunded to tba 
rear of' the company and aided l1l8DY other wounded mm. Whmi ha retunwd 
to the f'rcmt ot his unit, a numer1cal.1T B1Iperior force of North Vi:,etnumae 
An,q soldiera cbarpd down the hillaide in an attel!pt to overruD CCllill)C:l7 D. 
First Lieutenant PhUllps qulckl;r dir�ted. retaliatory !ire from amall 
arms and from helicopter gunships. Tbs inte:nee .t'riAmdl,y fire devastated 
the llnGIQ' toroe and farced tblll to witbclrmr. A.tter tbe cmtact, 1ntell1• 
gen� reporl.s revealed that First Lieutenant Pb1JJ:fps' coqum;r bad blocked 
an c.ntSN 1Jorth Vietnaz:ieae ArJlV b•ttalfal '• J:U>Vement toward the ciV ot 
Hue. Fint 1.1.eatcumt Philljpe' psrll<lllal. br&Y817 and devotic:11 to duV 
were in kDep:ing vith the higheat traditioD•· ot the 111litaq service and 
reflect great credit upt:11 bmel.1'1 bis unit, and the United States J,.nq. 

Authority: B,- directioD ot the Pi'ea!dent ot the· ttdted St.a.tea under the prorlaima 
or the Act of Ccmgress, approved 9 Jui:,- l.91.8. 
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D - Pl.us 

15 - Div Orders 
3 - USARV AT!!h AVHAO-PD APO SF 96375 

13 • AVDO-AO-D 
5 - AVDO-lN 
2 - AVDG..&0..0 

SPEX:IAL DIS'l'RIBUTI�: 
l • TAGO ATTN1 AOPF-F

L. L. !Ol'FRY
Colonel, GS
Chiet ot St.a£!

5 - CO, D/2/501at Inf 
5 - co, 21501st Int 
5 • CO, 2d Bde
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