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Awarded: Thp Silver StH redal
Effective Month: AUf,ust 196P
Date aoti~n: ~2 VArr.h 196?
'l'heAt.e,., Renu") ir n'- Viclnel"'
'leeson: 'For cc1l2l1t,.,· b actkn in the Renuhlic of Vietnam on 22 I·Arch 1968.

'Fir~t lieutenant Poran i-;t,jnr12isherl himself ·..:hile se~vinr, as COrnr.1an-
rlinr- officer of Co;nin~ D, ?d P-attalion, liO'st L~fantr:.:. Com!1an~: D
1o,'BS ass2ultinr- ? he;:vily fcrti':ied dua1 hun!<er system atop c. high hill
,-;ust "est of Hu", Rc....uhlic of Vietn~m. :'hf: hun~ers vlere extr€!:1ely
l"of""1"iC:n"t'-lc, con~t ""i('tP.~ wit}~ !'"OCf" we natur&l mat~rials, dried and
harnener, anc \·Jere. ahle tc sur:-nort e~ch other b~ direct fire. AS

t ""'€ cC"""'n,gnr clol'Jerl on the ener.r st.ronrhcld, ?irst Lieutenant Hogan
~(hr;"lncP'(i to th:' f'ron~ or his nnit. i..T1nrrler t.e determine tr.e extP.I1t
of t,rp P.n~" 5 de':f.TIn€s ,nr: tr.e overall strenrtr. c.~ tt1e foe Is posi-
tion. As soon as re ca:::e ',·dthil": vie"'l, B fU5ilJ~de of enern.~·£'utornatic
~.tent"lonfi i?..nc r'?chinc -00 ~irf- c'::En€C u:"' on hir.l, churninf up the earth
·.ithjn inches 0: J is positicn. ::'irst Lieuten.:~nt Ho£21'. irtf."ediatelJr
refli~rr ·r.: t DC" M.en couln success:ull~' stem this :-,o"ition \>.'ithout
sU!''l'"'orinr :ireq. A'!1{: ~o, fl~ll~' expoc;in; hiJ"":,E:lf to the fierce en(;~
on~l",u"'ht ir. creer tc ce CErt<: ir: of ttlf;- "'rsition3 he "':85 recordine,
l;'ir",t lieutm~<it. EOi"en cGllec i11 tactical air strikes c::nd artillenr
fire~. As trese :ires car.er~ininf jn on th~ ~r.crry, anI: a short
riist.FTC'e f .....oT:"?ir~t 1 ieut.cn<,nt FOf.<:nI <:. position, t~·t. officer bravelJ
stp~~e~ •..t :'i~:-,cst <:;0 that he eoull~ detennine tr.e e:i'ectiveness of
the fr:'endlJ~ firenOl·ler. ?hen, the artiller~" and air strikes having
5u~~iderl,he r.irecten one oP his platoons to stO~1 the position.
POh'ever, tt:e ener.:;; still held their [round tenc,ciousl:,' as a t\lithering
~ail o~ ~ullets to~e into the ~dv;n~L~~ platoon's ran~s allowinc it
to ro no further th~n First Lieuten ...nt EOfen's forwarc position, al-
trou;h sone 1.."'1\:5ivi;Juals aDvanced tc \dthin ten l:1eters of t!l€ EneJTC'
bun!<'ers '1efore heir.:"' fercer tc ·'ithdra't... Cnee ~gain,· First Lieutenant
Poran ~!:lled it; su~-ortinr fires .:.~ror.lartille~' units 2nc. fighter jets,
~nri this ti,..l€ r-e crE~'Jled ever. closer to the enemJ" in em effort to
?ssure t~e e:~ectivencsr, c:.t~is ~ire. As the lethal weapons :-ounded
t'be .....l~·ly=r ncsiticr..s, \l.ebris sf.0;.:erec ?irst lieuter.;:nt· Eagan and
sl":-;;w:!n.el~leN over his r.eac. ~'et hf: re;,c.med, unc.aun:'ed, as he di-
recter~ these fires rnd tr:e>f., as the:: l:'':ted, ct".llec. for tHO more
n]atoc~s tc stO!'i!! t!:e ch::llen'-irt!"" citadel. hS t:--.€ narctroooers rushed
~n the hilJ"5ice, :.n~enen-::: or:~T,ed fire ('nee afein \o!1.th terrifying

accura~J.·, anc es tore:" ShlE;r~ed ;:c~,t First l.::'et:ter.<.;nt nop:an1s Dosition,
the of <ieer stood :-olt uprir'ht ?_•...•ics:. t~e CE.IT.Eee a.bcut !'":L"Jin a
g~.llGr. e::ort to enCOl.:.r,Sr€ t.he ;·er:.0:1'..:£. I'd~ Despite intensified enel.Q~
:l~e frorr. t:-le r: DyerS, further r.£.chjne cun fire from the reverse slope,
B.r.Qene~: i'lc:t,e~:::re, tre ccnhi...'1c:'ion cf heav,- ar't:"llery and air poi-Jer
elonF .':~:'h tre t'?nac.i:'y ar.d cour~n~ of First lieutt::nant Hoean's men
't!ere f' '·1e to ('\'erccr'!.e all ~~esi5t£nce. r;re~tl::: insnired b~:the sheer
cufFe:::"·" c:..'10 c,·b. cou::-;:;-e of t!€ir corrC:i.nder, tr.e infr:ntr::-men overran
~J-,e~e~.r;:y's 7'osit~cns, 1"il~~"" 211.t!~~.c.efenders. First Lieutenant

~~~u~i:~,~:~5~~~;;;~~~:,..~:_[~~e"~~~~~~;. t~e~~~~e \,~~;, ~:-i:~r~~e;~t~redit
uno!', J- r.self, his unit, Ene! tr.c United 3tetes h~f.

Author-it:--': F7' irect.:'cn of ti e Presicent of the Ur:.ited States uncer the pro-
"i~,,0i:" 0'" t\.,€ Act oT 'Con:"'ress est.s'rlished 9 July 1918.
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DISTRI"rTI01' :
D - Plus
15 - Div Orc:ers
3 - USA?'.' A'~T:·: j,1'''t.G-FiJ APC s, 96375
13 - A1J:Jr;-AG-R
~ - ;'VDr.-:r.~
2 - AVDC-AGo.{)

5 - cr, h~C, 2d Bee
5 - CC, 2d B:ie

SPSCUI DISTRT?l'Uci':
1 - TAr.(' t.":""" ;r;p,,-i' :'ash DC 20315
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