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A\·!AnD OF Tm; SILVER STAR 

1. TC J20. The following AWARDS are announced.

CARTER, LESLIE D JR ( . ( ) LIEUTENANT COLO?-!EL DIFAHrRY Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Company lat Battalion (Airborne) 502nd Infantr.,• APo San 
Francisco 96)83 

Awarded: The Silver S tar Medal 
Effective Honth: November 1968 
Date action: 21 JW1e 1968 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For gallantry in actio1. wl,ile engaeed in milita

r
y operations against 

an armed l:ostile force in the Republic of Vietnam on 21 June 1968. 
Lieutenant Colcnel Carter dist i nl}llished h:1.Ir.sel.f by exceptina.lly val­
orous actions \1hHe serving as the Battalion Conmiander of the First 
Battnlion (Airboni.e), 502nd Infantry on a co�bat operation in tr.e 
Republic of Vietnam. Luring the early morning hour:; Lieutent1nt Colo­
nel Carter was directing the assault of Company !l from bis command 
and control helicopt er on tle village of Bao La, Quang Dien District, 
Tr.ua Thien Province. Hhen the assault element passed several enemy 
;Junkers without seE;ing them, Lieutenant Colonel Carter observed move­
ment of ene�• soldiers. He i.Mmediately realized the potential danger. 
A few yards to the north of these bunkers, the assault element received 
intense fire and was forced momentarily to halt tr.e advance. This 
move placed the corr.pany ccr.r:ran:i group ii, extreme danger, since they 
were directly in front of the enemy bunkers. With the assault element 
engaged with an enemy to their front, and the rear security too re­
moved to be of immediate assistance, Lieutenant Colonel Carter landed 
his heli�opter approxir.iately fifty meters from the bunker and advanced 
on it. He exposed himself to fii·e both from tre bunker and the enemy 
force tc the front. He led the attack on tl:e bunker, and quickly 
destroyed it, killing three Viet Cong. His bravery was a turning 
point in the battle, both inspiring tue rnP.n of' the assault group, and 
eliminating a threat to the advancing troops. Lieutenant Colonel 
Carter's extraordinary heroism in close corebat against a superior Viet 
Col".g force was in keeping with the h�ghest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon hi.roself, his ur.it, and the 
United States Aney-. 

Authority: By direction of tl:e President of the United states under the 
provisions of an Act of Concress established 9 July 1916.
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