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THE SILVEII STAR l•ff.'f'lAL 

1. TC 120. The follow-in� A ARI)!, are aMounced. 

ERRACII, 1.11.LIAn  I CAPl'AIN  CIIAPLATN CORT,; lleadnuartr.rs and 
Headquarter3 Comi:nny 2d Bril!'ade 101st Airborne Oivision Af'O �n Francisco 
%1C:1 

A....-ar.led: The Silver �tar }ledal 
Oate actio n: 21 February 196P 
Theater: Reoublk of Vietnam 
Re=-son: For rallantry in action apairn,t, an armed bost.il.e force in the flepubl ;c 

of Vietnam on 21 Februai;· 19l8. Chaplain Erbach distinpuia!'>ed hi.rr'!lelf 
while servfo,� as chaplain �·1th the 2d Battalion (Airborne) 5Clst lnfantr;, 
near Hue, Reru..,lic of Vietnam. The battalion was DBld.lllf an assault on 
a North Vietna.11ese ne�imental base ca�p aw.I was encounterin� �ev�re 
ene1JtV f:ire from a stron_r, well entrenched bunker system, F'ipht.inp be­
came ver intense and <lr,:w to close nuarters as casualties be,:-an to 
mount.. 

0

Co:-,pan,y D was uoki� the nain ass"ult, and t.hia is Y.hsr• r.ha,.,J;,in 
Erbach went in an ef•·ort to inspire the men. lie continuall:· l"OVP.rl :ilonr 
the line encour:ir-inr �l.o nen, but as the casualties increased C'V!T'l'lin 
Erbach, uMrmed and .;_., complete <li:<rer;ird for hie own safety, roverl 
out across the hulJet swept fielrl to heln care for an<! evacuat� the 
wounded. Time and ap::tin he crOSsl"d the field, aidinp the wounded ,1 ;irJ 
!:l'lterially helping in ever:'' way rossib]e. ','hile assistiny. on" of the 
fallen soldiers, Chaplain Erbach was himself �eriousl:v woun<ler' after 
'le 1-a.:I been repeateclly advise<' to leave the fol"\"ar<I are11. J.ft,•r re­
ceivinp first aid am beinr t/\1cen to the rear, he refused "1E!<lical 
evacu,.tion and re:,ainecl C"n the field carinp for further wounded sold­
iers as t.hey we e brourht to hjs l"OSition for evacuation. Cnlv after 
all tr.e wounded r.ad been evacuated, five full hours after br.in" l.'riev­
ously �,ourv.l.ed hi�ell, rlid Chanlain &bach consent to bei .,,. ev;icuated. 
His roura.Re and insl'iration were of great si,mificance in contributinf 
to the success of the battalion 1s 11s sault. Cm plain Erbach 's N!rsonal 
braver,,: '!nd devotion to duty were in kee�in,e with the hil'he:;t tradit i ons 
of the militarr service and reflect i-reat credit i.;ron himself, his unit, 
and the United Statee Ann,·. 

Authorit•·: B:I• riirection of the F'resident of the United States unol"r the 
provisions of an Act of Conpress established 9 Juiv 191?. 
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