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DEPARTMENT (F THE ARMY
HReadquarters 10lst Airborne Division
AFO San Francisco 96383

GENERAL {aRDERS 17 June 1968
NUMBER 1665

SECTION 1

THE STLVER STAR MMAL

-

1.TC320. The following A ARDS are announced.

ERBACH, L.1LLIAM \ CAPTAIN CHAPLATN CORT.; Headnuarters and
Headquarters Conpany 2d Brigade 1018t Airborne Division AI') San Francisco
36363
Awarded: The Silver Star Medal
NDate action: 21 February 196f
Theater: Republic of Vietnam
Rezson: For pallantry in action arainst an armed hostile force in the Republic
of Vietnam on 21 February 19¢€. Chaplain Erbach distinpuished himself
while servir; as chaplain vith the 2d Battalion (Airborne) 5Cist Tnfantr-
near Hue, Reru~lic of Vietnam. The battalion was making an assault on
a North Vietnamese Re~imental base camp and was encounterinr severe
enemy fire from a strone, well entrenched bunker system. Fightines be-
came ver; intense and drew to close nuarters as casualties beran to
mount. Compeny D was making the min assanlt, and this is wher= Charlain
Erbach went in an efrort to inspire the men. l!le continually moved alonr
the line encouraging thie men, but as the casualties increased Charlain
Erbach, unarmed and in complete disrepard for his own safety, moved
out across the bullet sws=pt field to heln care for and evacuate the
wounded, Time and apain he crossed the field, aiding the wounded and
miterially helving in every way rossible, ‘hile assisting one of the
fallen soldiers, Chaplain Erbach was himself seriously wcunded after
te had been repeatedly advised to leavs the forvard area, After re-
ceiving first aid amd beinp talen to the rear, he refused medical
evacuation and remained cn the field carins for further wounded sold-
jers as they we e brourht to his rosition for evacuation. (mlv after
all the wounded had been evacuated, five full hours after beinc zriev-
ously wounded himseif, did Chanlain Erbach consent to beinc evacueted.
His courage and insriration were of great sismificance in contributing
to the success of the battalion's assault. Chaplain Zrbach's rersonal
bravery and devotion to duty were in keering with the highest traditions
of the military service and reflect rreat credit upon himself, his unit,
arxl the Inited States Armv.
Authorit»: By direction of the Fresident of the 'Inited States unaer the
provisions of an Act of Congress established 9 July 1912,
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