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SECTICN I
THE STIVER STAR MEDAT
1le TC 320, The following AYWARD is znncunced,

DANFORD, HOWARD & ‘ ITEUTENANT COTONEL INFANTRY Headquarters
Headquarters - Company 2nd Battelion (airkerre’ %02nd Infantry 1{lst firborne Division
APO San Francisco 96383
Awarded: The Silver Lour ii-rsey lar e Lag )
Date action: 6 April 19G€ tnroush ¢ April m?u”
Theater: Reputlic of Vieunam
Reason: lLieutenant Cslonel Danford cistinguiched himself by gallantry in action
in the Republic of Viecnam on 6 and 7 April 1968, while serving as Bat-
talion Cormander for the 2nl Battzl-on (Airbornes 5C2na Infantry." During
a search and dectrov ~ission Comp-ny A became heavily engaged with an
estimated tvo companies or “arth Vietnamese Army soldiers lcdged in well-
concealed “uarkers witr . nuericckin: fiields of fire, Three casualties
were *:ken in Compen A in the initial vvntaﬂt. The company commander
recoiled from the cortzct in ordsr no set u» a perimeter to get out his
wounded ard tc prep 1,"3 are: itk artillery pri.or to contimuing the attacke
The perimets-~ auich ;" »ecans urder interce sniper fire from the surround-
ing trees. This T-re¢ inciujed auvomatlc weapcns and occasional RPG
rockets. Zasualtiass continued to moum; up until approximately ten men
were wounces. A redi-Vzc *el:_com r, on its final approach to tre area,
receives aw .crrtic wen por.) Zire =znd was shot dowm just outside the
perimeter, 4 oogrory foree reached it and brought back the three
wounded crew reorherse  Coopeny onow had thirteen wounded to care for.
The cora DAy zomeander ¢ ileq fieutenant Colenel Danford to inform him
of the situxtier. Iealli~ing vhe vericusness of ine situation, he alerted
Comnsn” © to be nrepared o nmove to assist A Company. Word came in to

i
n

(&

the T&0~CP whaw b Compai was continuing to take casualties and lieu-
tenant 0l7rol L cri Len ordercd Company B to move to A Company's
assistance., %2 pepscenslly :c@k :uorge of the relief force and moved
with them on irg giound. Lis presence had an electrifying effect on
the ircopere of soranv, Tliey inecreased their alertness and aggres-
siveness heczus? *tner realized, pecause of his presence, how important
their rdszion we They woved out late in the afternoon, and traveled

well inte the nipht, At approximately 1200 hours the following day,
contact was msde = 2n estinated squad of NVA soldiers in bunkers.
Lieutenant Colonel Danford ras everywhere in the resulting fire fight,
shouting encevracemenrt and advice to all his men. He exposed himself

to the 1ntex~°e hail ¢f enemy fire with complete disregard for his own
personal safety. = Dompary assavlted and the result was two NVA killed
and capturmg iuc individual v seapons., He then reorganized the relief
force and continued on to the :.:.Leagured A Company. At approximately
150C hours the relief fcrce succeeded in breaking through the NVA forces
to relieve A Ccmpeny. 7+he & Jompany commander was wounded and Lieu-

tenant Colonel Danforc assmed command of the element and lmnedl%te
iniciatud sweeps to clear the area, supervised the preparation o
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L2 and personally supervised the evacuation of all tle wounded.
Lieutenant Colonel Danford's presence in the midst c* the fire
swept battle area calmed the troops and reassured th:n. He appeared
to be everywhere giving encouragement and advice. L.3utenant
Colonel Danford's outstanding display of gallantry i action and his
devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traiitions of the
military service and reflects great credit upon hims:lf, his unit,
and the United otates Arryy.

Authority: By direction of the President of the United Stat:zs under provisions

established by the Act of Congress on 9 July 1913,
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