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SECTION I 

1. TC 320. The following A:�lA.RD is :;.nr�unced.

6 July 196'. 

DANFORD, HOWARD � . .    L.T�U'J'ENAm' COWNEL INF Afn'RY Headquarters
Headquarters -Company 2nd Batt: lion (A:.rh·•-.-c ·, -�0'.?nd Infmtry lClst Airborne Division
APO San Francisco 96383 

Awarded: The Silver �:.., :.�r ,1.� .-,�·� 1if a·_" iu '-'.r··) 
Date action:. 6 April 1968 ti,:'.'o:i,-h { Apr.:.l :i.:,''y > 

Theater: Reputlic of Viet:--r 
Reason: Lieute;-,ant C:;bno� Dar!.fo.:-➔ .::i ·-r,int'1,lieherl himself by gallantry in action 

in th.: RP.public of \'ie.:.n::un 1r, 6 nm: 'l Aµril 1968� while serving af. Bat­
tallo:i ComrnandP.r for the 2n,1 [htt.:i.L..,n (Airborne) 50?.ncl Infantry.· During 
a search .;me. de-•-... -.,- � 0-�::� � C:;::m n�- A became heavil,y engaged with an 
est)Jll,tted t· � �-r--p ,:-"5.e::. or ·rrt·-, /lC'tr.amese .\rm\· soldiers lodged in well­

concealed :., ,_1z-ker� \,Jitr, . r:c.Arli::,Gkin, f.i.elds :Jf !'ire. Three casualties 
were ... , 1kcr in :oir,;1;•"', .\ in th<::: i;-,i" :il cor,ts1r,t. The company commander

recoilec fror.: t.he t )rt;.ct. in :r!•d::r r,o set ·.1:) a perimeter to get out his 
wcunded ard �c _:-r'Jp j:-.::: are:i. .r.i.t.!", sr,:,illery prior to continuing the attack. 
'.i.'he p'.)ri1:wt · · .1,uc··,;· 'jtcw-,; ur.i�r inter.te S!lipe::.• fire from the surround­
ing tree::;. Tl:-j_s :· re incluJed au�,or.i?.tic weapcns and occasional Rro 
rockets. S2sc:.1l1:.j,,s continued to mount up until approximately ten men 
were wmm-::e::, A ,·<'c.-:.12.c �elicopte1·, on its final approach to tte area, 
receiver. nL: ,-:-;· ,. · c: .-.::::por:s ,:'j_re zmd was shot do,m just outside the
pe:-irn<?t�r • ."l ·• ·o··r2· fcrr-,.; !'�ached it and brought back the three 
WOU."'lded cro;.· ;-r• '·.::;·�. -�-r ::-.; .. �')W ;-.ad thirteen wounded to care for. 
The cor.n:i.r.y ::0r· �c-a:- c :..1( :1 .:..i1°· ... er.ar�t Colonel Danford to inform him 
of t.ilE r,�. t.u:s :� 'Y:-·, .:-0�1: -• n� •,3,E.. �-erim .. sness o�· �.r.e situation, he alerted 
Colll!"lrn;· r, to be -r<?rarecl ·.:,o no'J!." to azsist A Company. Word came in to 
the TAC-CP ·,,ha-. i. C".lrrpu:·· ·,;as crontinuing to take casualties and Lieu­
t.ena:-.. :o:·: -: . -,-:. .. ,,, - .; ::>i:ipar.y i3 to move to A Company's 
asni:::� --,:-c':. � / r a :1. · �u ... : _ !·ge of the. !'elief force and moved

wit,r; tl:�tt", on -:.h, ··· ·1•.nd. ;,"i.s �1•e.stmce had an electrifying effect on
the t-ocr' �e --·.'.' · .• �-a.-:··. � '.e:,r j_ncreased their alertness anrl aggres­
sivenes::: :,ec,,:;�? +ne- -�<?.liz8d, ce=ause of his presence, hov important 
their rd.:::�--� ·· "';';,,y ,,.,.,vc,d oi.t late in the afternoon, and traveled

well intc the .. :'. �r.t. At arpro:-:.in:ately 1200 hours the following day, 
contact was m.3d£ '.,� ... � an e ·t, · :-�".l.tet.l squad of NVA soldiers in bunkers. 
Lieutenant Colon':!� �an.ford .-:--c.1.s everywhere in the resulting fire fight, 
sr.puting encoura,,er1ert a:,d advice to all his men. He exposed hixnseli
to the intense hail c!' en�rzy fire with complet�· disregard f�r his own 
personal safety. :3 Corr..pruw assaultec and the result was two NVA killed 
and capturing -:,;10 indi vtdua.1 wer1pons. He· then reorganized the relief 
force and continued on to the 1::eleagured A Company. At approximately 
1$00 hours the relief force s-��ceoded in breaking through the NVA forces 
to relieve A Company. 'l'he ,\ Company commander was wounded and Lieu­
tenant Colonel Danforci uss·l.med command of the element and immedia..te1v 
inici2t�d :si.ieepa tc �lear the area, supervised the preparation of an 
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LZ and. personally supervised the evacuation of all ile wounded. 
Lieutenant Colonel Dan£ord 1 s presence in the midst c� the fire 
swept battle area calmed the troops and reassured thin. He appeared 
to be everywhere giving encouragement and advice. L .3utenant 
Colonel Danford I s outstanding display of gallantry i: i action and his 
devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest tra:itions of the 
military service and reflects great credit upon himMl.f1 his unit, 
and the United vtates A.rrrty. 

Authority: By direction of the President of the United �tat3s under provisions 
established by the Act of Congress on 9 July 19).il. 
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