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1.TC 320. The following AWARD is' announced.

MARTIN, JOHN  D PRIVATE 1IRST CUSS Campa� .l 1st Battalion · (Airborne) S02d
Intantr.r Al'O San Francisco 96383 . 

· ,lwsrdedt The Silver St.ar (PosthUJ10us)
Effective 1110ntht N/.l
Date actimu . B July 1969
Theaters Republic or Vietnam
Reasons For gallantry in action in the Republic of Viet na111 ca 8 Jul:, 1969. Private

Ma�in distinguished himself iibile serving as a machine gunner vith the Third 
P1atoon ot COJIIPallY A., l:st Battalion, ,02d Inrant17,nnear Cbu Lai, Republic of 
Vietna111. The Third Platoon was lllO'f'ing along a narrow junsle trail when it w, 
ambushed 'bJ' an estimated company size ena7 ·rorce. Private Martin i11111ediatel.:, 
returned tire opening a .gap in the enemT1 a amash and the re!llainder of the s Q118d 
iJlic1cly tlbved through the opening in order to get out or the lc:illing zone. 
Private Marti� than lead the .s�d·through tbe·thick underbrush cOllling face �o 
! ace with the ett8111Y' on numerous occasions. Beeb tilfte;' a carefully aimed burst
from his machine gun silenced the enelQ' and allowed the 111en to Jll09'e on· in the:Lr
attempt to get back to the company. Tiu, overpowering ·9Jlel0" reduced the squad
down -to Private Martin and his assistant gumier. As the -.nbrok:e into an open
area, four or five enemy soldiers jwnped on Private Martin in what seemed to be
an att•pt to take bill! prisoner. He straggled with tbea ancJ maaaged to seriously
wound two or· them. The enem:r tben .fired 'llpon hilll, ·tmoc:ldnc him to the ground
and wunding him;sseveral tilll8S. With bis machine. gun out ot anmmition, be got
to his feet and fought the retrlY using band to ltand COl'llbat, until le sucCUll!'bed
to his VCllftds. �rivate Mart1n1 a personal braverY and d9'0t1on t.o duty were in
k:eeping ·witb the highsst traditions or the military service and retlect great 
credit-upon hi1118elf, his unit, -and the United States ArmY• 

,\utbority, By direction or the President of the United States under the provisions of 
the Act of Congress approved 25 July '1.963. 
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LTC* A.GC . 
Adjutant General 
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