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.. ,./J.JtD OF THE SIL Vi'.:R :::TAR (PO!::THU, .OUS) 

TC 439. 'fhe folloi-•;ing Ai'iAh.D is announced. 

SP4 11 B20 Co B 2d Bn (Arr.bl) 501 st Inf ( '.\'.ACNBO) f,PO SF 96J83

;,warded: The Silver Star (Posthumous) 
Date of service: 1 5 November 1969 
The;; ter: he public of Vietnam 
iruthurity: By direction of the Presic.,mt c,f the United Sta!..e� under the :;ro·1::.dons 

of the ;,.ct :if Go!lf'ress appr(Jved 2: July 1963. 
Reason: For goll<>Ilc.r-y in action in the Republic of Vietn:..m or. 15 �ovember 1969. 

Spec.:.a.list Grotzke di�tint.,uished himsel f Hhile r,ervi!1f as a fire team 
le-,der ...n C:.rcpany 2, 2d Battalion (Ainr.obile), 501 st lnfa:1try, near the 
Demilit.:-..rized lDne, Repul:lic of Vietnam. Comoany B was inserted into a 
landing zone co:1L:anding a d:-aw where a North 'lietnamese krnry hunker ccr.:!'llex 
had been sithted by aerial oh s•rvation, An element of the 2d FJ.;:it::.::m 

Li L., .• G,'.'; 

�nved. c!own the draw and ca�e under inte�se machine sun and s:;iall arQs fire 
from :,osit::..ons not more ·. han fifty :::ieters away, SneciRJ.ist Crotz�e 
r::aneuYered his fire teE>m al.ong the h:gh [rou:1d :"ising from t;-;e draw anc! 
flanked the runker complex fro� the side and reJr. Though undPr const�nt 
exnosure to t.,e hoslile m,chine (;;n ernolacement, �e su:-:ervisPd the nJ. ;,cing 
of his nen in st:ateeic renr security n�si�ions and moved for·,.ard ;..�th the 
rrm&inder of tne squac!. to eliminate the enenw positicn. ir.iJ.e :'l,'.l!'lsinp 
throug:1 a clearing, [:::-!e<:ialist Grotzke and his fellow $OJdiers cAne under 
fire from a second mcichine gun. ?wo of !-is �c;uad members were s"'rir:-usly 
�:inded. 'hen he '/:Cl. •,1 his cvmrade s fa U., :;nee i;..li �t Crot zke r.:oved o�t 
:ur her intc ti1e r-J.e::.ri nr 3.nd •-:irected su;,r,.:-essive fire at t,e E'ne;;-,y. • 1 tJ.:�ugh 
·,.-c,unded .:it this ti:neJ he i::,ntin ed to r,-,;,,1�:lver for;..ard. His courageous
,.,ction ci:.verted t,;,e e:1emy machine cun, enabllnr. the othe:r l.ouncied ;;ersonnel
to cr.;.,d to safety. 1n !1:.s isolated fon,iarc!. p::,sition, he r-ontin.Jed to
.ir-c 0ride cover for his cc.r.rades ;,,mi ceased firing only when wounded a
second time. He i£s evacuated by heliccnter e1lon;:: with the two · .. oundec!
:nen ,;ho:::e lives he saved. .3pecialist GrotZY.e 1 ,; p,·i-�.L,ual bravery anci
cievotion to d;;.t,1 wtre in keepi.11g 0,1ith c.he i",i.J;hest traditions cf the mil.:,t,.:;ry
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United
:::it .. te:; "rmy.
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Colonel, GS 
Chief of 3t;;ff 

,-,_d jute: nt Generc1l 

_::: 1 ..... . _.,,ui·l: 

,, - t-:c 'lc- 5 - CO, B/2/;01st Inf 
lj - . ·.;,,-. -,.c.:--3 5 - CO, 2/501et Inf 

r foi..;_IN 5 CO, 2d Bde 
'2 - , '! -·U-:::�-R 

- ', �,., ,.t"Ti-J: Auf::-JC

Copyright 2017 by Ryan Niebuhr @ 2ndbde.org or as attributed.




