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CEPARTMFNT OF THF ARMY
Headguarters 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile)
£P0 San Francisco 96383
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NUw~B ik 298C

..AiRD OF THE SILVER =TAR (POSTHU..OUS)
TC 439. The following AwahD is announced.
GrOT ZKE, ALLLN F SP4 11B20Co B 2d Bn (Ambl) 501 st Inf ( 'WACNBC) /PO SF 66383

anwarded: The Silver Star (Posthumous)

Date of service: 15 November 156%

Toeuter: liepublic of Vietnam

Authority: By direction of the Presicent of the United Stalec under the nrovizions

of tne act of Congress approved 27 July 1963.

Reason: For gallantry in action ia the Republic of Vietnam on 15 November 1969.
Spec.alist Grotzke diztin uished himself while serving as a fire team
lesder .n Cuupany 2, 2d Battalion (Airmobile), 501st Infantry, near the
Demilitarized Zone, Hezpubliic of Vietnam. Company B was inserted into &
landing zone ccii:anding a draw where a North Vietnamese Army hunker ccrnlex
had been sighted by aerial obs:rvetion. An element of the 2d Flat:son
roved cown the draw and came under intercse machine zun and cmall arms {ire
from uositions not more “han fifty zeters away. Cnecialist Crotzke
raneuvered his fire team along the high grousnd rising from the draw and
flanked tne trunker complex from the side aad rear. Though under ccnstant
exposure to t.e hostile mechine gun emnlacement, he sunervised the nlacing
of his men in strategic rear security nositions and moved forward with the
remeinder of tne squacd to eliminate the enemy positicn. ‘Ptile nassing
througih a clearing, Enecialist Grotzke ard his fellow coldiers came under
fire from a second mschine gun. Two of *is sguad zmembers were serinusly
wounded. 'hen he saw his cuomrades fell, necialist Crotzke rioved out
fur her intc the rlieariny and ~irected supprescive fire at tne cnemy. /thaugh
wounded at this time, he «sntin ed to mnnsuver forward. His conurageocus
«cticn diverted ti.e eaemy machine gun, enzbling the other wounded werscnnel
to crawd to safety. In his isolated forwarc nosition, he rontinied to
urcvide cover tor his ccurades and ceased firing only when woundea a
second time. e was evacuated by neiiccoter alon: with the two woundec
den w~hoce lives he sived. JSpecialist Grotzke':; personal bravery and
Gevobtion L0 duty were in keeping with the nighest tracditions c¢f the mil:tary
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the linited
States army.
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