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AYARD OF TYF SILVER STAR

1. TC 320. The olloving A'YA®D is announced.

HAY, JOSN Fr ) FIRST LIEUTENAMT INPANTRY Yeadquarters
aquarters (owpany 1st Rattalion (Airborme) 502d Infantry iPO San
Francisco 94383

Awarded: The Silver Star

Effective month: ™A

Date actions 19 Yarch 1969

Theater: Republic Of Vietnam

Reason: For galiantry in action in the Repwlis of Vietnam on 19 March 1969.
Lieutenunt Yay distinpuished himself while =erving as Reconnaissance
Platoon Ilezder of Companv T, lst Battalion, 502d Infantry, during a
conbat avwration in Thua Thien Province, Republic of Vietnam. While
an a revenjaissance mi.ssion on a nountain side, the Reconnaissance
Platoon c.. under heavy automstic weapons, rockst propelled grenade,
and sma!? arms fire from well-fortified enemy bunkers located near
the mowrzain top, "Ath the lead element under heavy ememy fire,
Lieutenant “av maneuvered his two remaining squads around the flank
of the enemy nosition, thus enabling his men to vlace heavy and
accurate fire on the enemy hunker, destroying it. Advancing up the
mountain side, the platoon came under heavy automatic weapons fire,
forcivg it to retreat. lieutenant Hay directed mortar and helicopter
gunshin fire on the mountain ton, allowing the platoorr”to once again
maneuver up the mountain side. %hile advancing up the mountain for
the second time, the platoon again came wder heavy automatic weapons
and small arms fire. Iieutenant Yay directed the platoon's fire
against the enemy, enabling the platoon to advance within one.hundred
fifty metecs of the enemy nositions, only to be pinned down by the
heav:r encmy fire. Unprotected from the enemy fire, he directed his
platoon into a hasty defensive perimeter. He then directed aerial
rocket ariillery and artillery fire on the entrenched enemy. The
enery retvrned automatic weapons and small arms fire on his positions,
forcing the nplatoon to dig in along the side of the mowntain. During
the nisht, the entire platoon, placed on one hundred percent alert
by Lieutenant Yay, watched for enemy movetmmt'. Several times during
the night the enemy probed the perimeter, only to be repelled by the
platoon's accurate return fire. During the early morning hours, four
enemy soldiers attempted to go around the perimeter. Lieutenant Hay
directed “is men's fire against the insurgents, mortally wounding
one ard wounding two others. Whité still in the defensive position,
the platocn came under heavy enemy mortar fire. For a third time,
he directed aerial rocket artillery against the suspected enemy
mortar position. A search of the Willtop) revealed btunkers, trenches,
and a mortar nit which was to be used in the near future by the enemy
against installations in the area. ILieutanant Hay's personal bravery
and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his wnit,
and the nited States Army. -

Authority: By direction of the President of the United States under the

provisions of the Act of Corngresg, approved 25 Juiy 1963.
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