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1S June 1969

AWARD OF¥ THE SILVER STAR

ﬁ. ‘N 320. The following AWARD is announced.
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Date gction: 13 May 169 LR
Theatert Republic of Vietnar ot
- %sasont Por pallantry in action in the Republic of Vietnam on 15 May 1969. Private Vick distin.
suished hinsel! while serving as a mortar gumner in Comnany B, 24 Battalion, 5QAst .
Infantry, during combat suprort overatiaons in the A Shau Vallev, Rernublic of Vietngm,
At errroximately 0330 hours on the cited date, Pire Surport Rase Alrborne was attac
- an estimated bettaiion of North Vietnamese Amy hgulan. The enemy force consistid
an infantry slement, mortar section, and ‘saprer squada.! Waves of insursents #tormed
pcrinoua Jram two sides and immediately nenetrated. t.hag»b.rbo(t Mireand defcnai?ej
3 dome 4 the tonker line. Tneny soldiers canbed the fife base; hurline satchel’ ohay
. and emm:ing in hand to hand combat with men in night defennive positions and mortiy
crevs. A sstchel charre exploded beside Private Burnette, amoutating hie ler belowithe
" knee. ‘Despite the loss of his leg, he continued to enrase the sneny with his weavnn
‘Mainteinine s heavy volume of fire, he blocksd the path :for thes enemy to pass his'
“tion &rd gave the mortar crews enoush time to assenble and orevent the mortar secti
! from being overrun.. He comtinued to pinnoimt the locatians of the attackine eneaxy
“his £ Ollov soidisrs, even thoush in.great pain and steadily weakening from loss af
bl ‘Private Bumette's personal bravery anc devotion to dutv were in keening Withil
ighnat treditions of the uiliury service and romct\ eat credit uron himael!
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