DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headouarters 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile)
APO San Francisco 96383

G ENERAL ORDERE 27 September 1969
NUMZER 12470

tYiARs CF THE SILVER STAR (FOSTHICIS]

TC 320. The fnllowing 4#ARD is anro'mced.

AR, CHRISTOFHER J. FRIVATFE FIR3T Z1AS3 Hea<auarters and Yeadauarters Tomr-=v
lst Pattalion (Airmohile) 57ist Infantrvy AFO San Francisco 34292

Awarded:

The 3ilver Star (Pasthumrus)

“ffective month: NA
Gate action: 9 June 1%9

Theater:
Reason:

Republic of Vietram

For gallantry in actior wrile enpaged in militarvy overatiors involving conflict with
an armed hostile fzrce ir the Rerublic of Vietnam on % June 1969, Private Bean lis-
tinguisrad kimself ~rile serving as a medical aidman wit! Zompanv O, 1st Rat*alie-
(Airmobile), SOlst Irfantr+, during a search and clear oreration in the vicirits of
Tam Ky, QJuang Tin Frecvince, Republic of Vietnam. Cn the cited date, Comrany 7 was
suddenly sublected to intense enemy machine gun fire from Yorth Vietnamese Army reeg-
ulars. Immediately an element of Zompany © began =mrioyinz fire and movement tac-~
tics in an attemrt at reutralizing the enemv nosition, but the insurzents retaliated
with intense rocket rmrelled grenade and machine g “ire. When cne man was wound-
ed by strarrncl from an extloding grenace, Private Eear beran to manenver toward rir,
He then came ‘inder intense machine gun fire and v:s forced to seek cover. VYearwrile,
the main maneuvering eleament of C~mpran¥ C iri<iated another assault cn tre insurrent
positions. 3ehind the surnrressive machine gun fire cf tre main mansuvering element,
Frivate Bean zrawled forward into the oren to his wounded corade. Disregarding hris
own safety, e sub’ected himself to the enemy fire as re remained in the oren admir-
istering first 3id to the wounded man. When the insurgent rositiom gained fire su-
reriority, he attemctet to drag the wounded mar to safetv. “Jognizart of tte f3:2t
that his life was in ‘ecrardy, he refused to leave the wour<ed man berind. A short
distance fror kis ohjective, Frivate 2ean was again sw ‘ectedto intense mackine f¢'m
fire and was mortally wouncded., His dauntless courage and self-sacrificineg sririt
were an inspiratizn to all the men of his rlatoon. FPrivate Sean's cersonal hraverv
and devction to duty were in keering with the hisrest traditions of the mi itarv
gervice and reflect great credit upon himself, kis unit, and the United States trmv,

Autherity: By direction of the President of the United States under crovisions cf the Act of

Congress, atrnroved 25 July 1943,

FOR THE COMMANDTR:

GFFICIAL:

HUGH A. MACDGNALD
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

DALE H. HAY&ES

LTC, AGC

Ad jutant General
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5 AVDG
2 AYDG

5 - CC, HHC, 1lst Bn, 5Clst Inf
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-IN
~-iGen
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