
D Ei' ARTMENT OF 'rHE ARMY 
Headouarters 101st Airborne Jivision (Airmohile) · 

APO San Francisco %,83 

GC:�=RAL ORDER5 27 September 1969 
N1j� ER 121{1'0 

TC 320. The f0l :ow:.ri.g .'lf-'A0.D is anro•Jr.c �. 

�F.�:, SHRISTOfHER J.      F:UV A.TF. FI::3':' CLA53 Hea-::::i:.iarters and i.eadouarters Son:,··-:7 
1st P.attalion (Aimobile) 5�ist I�fantry APO San Francisco 9/J3P)

Awarded: The Silv�r jt�r (P�sth..imGasi 
::.ff�tive month� NA 
:;ate action: 9 June l9t9 
mheater: Rerublic of Vietna� 
�eason: For gallantry in a::�ion wrile e11,a�� in ITTilitar:, operations involvL�g conflict �itr 

an armed hostile �:::rce i" t.he Ret:ubllc of Vietnam on 9 Ju.ie 1969. Priva:.e Bean :is
tinruisred r.irnself .. t.i:e s�r·ring. as a medical ai'±nan wit�. Comnany C, 1st qat•,.:llic· 
( Air:nobile), 501st Ir.fan:.:-·.-, durin� a search and clear o:-eration in the vi::ir.i:. ·, of 
Tam Ky, Qua� Tin Fr-::-vince, Republic of Vietnam. Cn tr.e cited date, Comt:'any C was 
suddenly subjected to intense eneny machine gun fire from �;orth Vietnamese Army re�
ulars. lmme:iiately an elsnent of Gorr.pany C b�a.'1 P.!llplo_ylne: fire and r.;ov�ent tac
tics in an attmmt at neutralizing the enemy position, but the insurgents retaliatEr. 
-with intense rocket ,:r<;rP.lled grenar:!e and machine g•.u, :ire. When one man w::is wound
ed. by sr.:-ar.r.cl fror.: a:1 excloding �re."'lar.e, PrivatP. Bear ",eua!1 to mane11ver to•:-'!:-r. �ir.. 
He then came ·mder ir:t,:,n:1e machine g•Jn fire and ,.,._,s for-::ed to seek cover. �ear.· . ..irile, 
the main maneuverir.g e.:.'!Tlent of (:r,mran:, C ir.i':.iat.ec 3not.her assault on tre i:is 11:-rre-it 
positions. 3ehind t.he su�,.ressive '!lachne g,in fire cf tre main :nane·i·,1erin.:; e!.e!'l'�r.t, 
Private Sean :rawled fo?'ward into the oren to !':is wo,.:..'11� cT.rade. Disre:gardi:-iiz ris 
own safety, re sub�ected �ir.\self to the enemy fire as re re;.ained in tre oren =iQ�ir
istering first aid to the wounded man. 'fihen the ins1111<�t rositi-m �aineo �ir� <;U
r,erbrit:r, he at�-�ct� to drai;i; the wounr!a:l mar. to safety. n,0�nizart of tre :=i:t 
that his life was in 'eor:al"'.ly, he refused to leave the \oi01.lI'.-:! � mar. berin--l. t. sr-::rt 
distance frQff' r.is ohjective, Private 9ean was a.P.;ain su .. �,'ected to :.r.tense mad·ine P-'l"l 

fire and was mortally "''Ounded. His dauntless coura_ge and self-sacrificin11 sririt 
were an inspirati�:-i to all the men of his r.latoon. Private ?.ean 's nersonal !',r3ver,, 
and devotion to duty w�re in keer.ing with the higt.est traditions of tt'e rr.i i+.arv 
service and re.fleet great credit upon himself, r.is unit, and the Uni':.si States t_n,,y. 

Authority: By direction of the President of the United States under crovisions of the Act of 
Congress, ac,,roved 25 July 191:,3, 
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h1.JGP. A. ?�ACDO!'ALD 
Colonel, GS 
Chief of Staff 

5 - CO, HHC, 1st Sn, 501st Inf 
5 - CO, 1st Bn, 501st Inf 
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