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TC 439. T'· e following AW:·�o is announced.

21 July 1970

GEAR, t:;ARX :·I.
M?O SF 96383

, SP4 11 B20 Co E 2d Bn ( Ambl) 5 02d. In.f ( WACQOO)

Awarded: The Silver Star (Posthumous)
Date of service: 20 � 1970
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Authority: By direction of th e Pr-esid.ent of the !..hit ed States t,nder the pro­

visions of the Act of Congress approved 25 July 196J. 
Reason: For gallant�� in. action while engaged in ati.litary aperations involving

conflic t with an armed ho stile force in the Republic of Viet nam on 
� Hay 1970. Specialist Gear distinguished him.self while serving as a
machine gunner in Conpany E, 2d. Battalion (,urnYJbile), 502d Infantry,
dur'i.ng combat operations in Thua Thien Province, Republic of Vietnam.
1lhile approaching an enemy bunker complex, Specialist G-ear 1 s platoon 
re ceived intense hostile fire. Despite the heavy volume of ene1�• fire, 
Specialist Gear rushed forward with his weapon and returned suppressive 
machine gun fire on the enerey positions. Shortly thereafter, Spe cialist
Gear was wounded bJ· bos tile fire. Despite his woWlds, he continued fir­
ing and continued moving forward ahead of the rest of the men. He 
maneuvered from position to posit ia, under hostile fire in spite of his
wounds to provide covering fire for his aomrades. While maneuvering
against the insurgents, Specialist Gear was 111.ortally wounded by a 
col:IIDand-detonated anit-per sonnel mine. Specialist Gear's personal 
bravery and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions
of the rnilitariJ service and ref lect great credit upon himself, his unit,
and the United States ;\riey. 
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