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ANARD OF THE STLVER STAR

1. TC 320. The fcllomdng AWARD is cunounced.

SUITK, WILFUD K. ©. LIEUTENANT COLOMEL Infontry Unites Statos
iy, KNC, 2ud Bn (Abn), S02nd Inf, 20lst fbn Div, APC US Forccs 96347

Awardect

Silvar Star

te actizn: 168 to 19 Septenber 1965

Theatayrs
nasecn:

Ropublic of Vletnan

For gallantry in action: Licuterant Colunel Sndth distinguishoed
himself Ly exceptiovnally valorcus action on 18 to 19 Septanber
1965, whilc serving as a battelicn commander conducting z
heliborne avarch and destrcy eporation in thc mountainous regicn
ncrth of Binh Khe, sAepublic of Vietnam, Initially the cperzation
cat little or nc resistance other than light speradic suall ares
fire. Upcn the arrival of the secind lift, which includad
Lisutenant C:lcnel Sadth and his tactical comzand pest, fiexcs
accurate =all ams and autcmatic weapuns fire, supperted by
rmortave, pinned down the entire force, Within minutes two
cuspeny cuamanders wore wounded and evacuated. The bzttalisn

53 and the on= rénaining coRpany commander wsre kKilled shortly
thercafter, leaving Lisutenant Colonal smith aa the only

setior officer presant, With cempletae disregard for his cowm
persynal. saluty, he moved from positisn t> positlon adjusting
his defenses, offering words of encowragenent, and insuring
preper care of e dead and wounded. For seventy six heurs under
Licutenant Colonel Smith!s inspiraticnal leadership, his men
be2t c{f zach attack and killed sver tws hundred eneny scldiers.
His extreordinary hercisa and eutstanding leadorshiy ia the

facs cf vvervhelning edds were in keesping with the hizhest
tradisions cf the military cervica and reflact zreoat cradit

upon hiiszly, his unit, and the United States Amy.

huthority: By dirvectlun of th3 President under the previsisns of the

Act cf Cungress, approved ¢ July 1938,

FOit THE COMIANDRER:

JOHN D. MCIAUGHLIY
€olanp), GS
Chief ef Sialf
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