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AwAFD OF WHE SIIKR STAR
1, TC J20. The follaving AWARC is announced.
EANTRORNE, CENE SEROFANT BY United 3tates Amy

Co &, 2¢ ¥n (Abn), 502¢ Inf, 1st &le, 101lst Abs Div, AFO US Ferces $&347

Avarded:

Silver Star

Lo action: ¢ December 1965 te 10 December 1965

{heater:

Reason:

Republic of Vietram

For gallantry in actiony Sergeant Hawthorme distinguidhed
himselfl fran 9 Degemder 1365 to 10 decorber 19465 while serving
as patrol leader of 2 squyd size elemsnt during 3 recamiiocsance
nlssion in "Mar Zoe D", Rapublic <f Vietrarm. Aflter auccess-
fully infiltrating into Viel Cong territory, Scrgeant Aawthome's
patrcl »as to rerain 4r place wntil they were covered by the
terward navexant of friendiy troeps. Despite tre skill and
experience of trc matrol, they wero digcoverad after soveral
hours and éngaged by a2 Viet Cong vlatoorn., Sergsant Hawthorne
and his patrol 1lmesdiately zwitched their K-16 rifles to auto=
m2tic and repelled the attack, After two more encounters with
the insurgent treeps, Sorgeant hawthorre was seriously wouwrded
in both arms ©y fmgmenta fram a bocty trap that killed one of
his men, After unsuceecsfully pIrzudding his men to 1lMave Kz
behind, he direcled his assistant in the foreation cf a defen-
sive perizecter., Sergeant Bawthorne continued to direst his
assistant through two more wicious atverpts to destroy the patrol,
Realizirg that Iis pitrol had been cut dam to three c¢ffective
fighting men, Sergeart hawthorne demanced that he be placed in a
firing position. Although he was only seai-—consciocus and cewld
only sc¢c a few motera ahexd, Sergeant Hawtdhcrno, with cocplete
disregard for his person2l safety, held his position throughout
the las® asseult ard delivered deadly fire into the attackirng
Viet Cang. Survtoning the last of his strergth, Fe pinpainted
the patrol's position for ad artillory battery, end helped nds -
agsistant adjust the incoming rowxis ty tha sowuris cf the bursts,
Through his courage an outstanding ‘leadershdip, the insurgerts
were farced to withdrew, and & Viet Cong regimental base canp
was discovered and sidsequently destroyed, Sergeant Fawthcime's
ext@ordimiry Leroier in close coent 3gairet a ramerisilly
euperior hiostile force was in keeping with the highest trediticrs
of the rilitary service ornd rcflects greal crecit upon himyelf,
his unit, and the United States Army.

Authority: By direction of the Fresident under the provisions of tho Act

of Congross, approved G July 1918,





