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D3t.c &Ction: 9 December 1965 t.o lD Decer.J>er 1965 
f�ter; �llblic of Viet!'a/11 
Reason; Fw i;a.Ua.nt.r:, in :>.c.tion: Sergeant �\ft-home di:stingu.i.o}ied 

hii1Sel! fra:, 9 Deccm!>er l<;l,5 t.o lO .Jecomb&• 1965 while oernng 
as 1>1troJ. leilc!er o! ,,_ :sq""4 size el..eirer,t dwing a l"<)cO..'ll"le.i6'5ance 
inission in "War Zorv:l D", Repu'olic of \'1etm.m. Arter ai,.ceess
l'll.ll.y 1rd:iltrat.1ng into Viet Cone terx-itory, Sergeant ilawtborne, :-. 
i:,atrol �$ to Mr.ain ill pl.o.ce •mt.i.1 t,hey vere covered b'-1' the 
ro:rwaro 1ll0\'ez.ent o! .friel>dly trOOf,:,, Despite tre skiu• alld 
e:xperi.Once o! ti);; J>&trol, they wer<> di�cavercd A.ti.er :s&vero.l 
hour� and �ngaged by a Viet Con.:; plawon. scrgec.nt H.lwthor-l"� 
aoo h.1� patrol 1ir,nsdiat<1l_y r:..-itche<1 t.t,eir K--l.6 rifles to &qt.� 
CJ9.'tic ar.d. repelled the attack. fl.!'l'.er two moi-e encOWlters with 
the 1nsurgeri� tro<>ps, Set-geant. 118.,.'thcrrl'.e wa� ..erio�ly t101lf'.ded 
1n both ar,r� by tregi,,ente tran a booby t�p Unt. k.1.llcc! OM ot 
his men. A!'ter \ln3ucceootully �i:undln,'! his men to l.aa.ve him 
behird, he d.irec\.,ed i-.1:s "-"�istant 1n the tonrauon oJ: a defen
sive pcr:uiet.er. Sergeant 1-18.'Wt.horoe c ont.inqecl to direct. hi:; 
aesistam throogh two 1t1ore dcious attei:::;,t.s to llestroy the patrol. 
11.eallzing that hi:s ;>'lt.rol had been cut. do-m t.o three et'feetive 
t�ht� pen, Sergeam. �'\ft.home dem-\nd.ed tt-.at he be pl.lccd in a 
tiring pos1.t1o..-i. Al.tbCl\lgh he ,m� onl;r 6eini--eon,ciaus alld could 
o.w oec a re-w mot.er:, .s.h&l.4, :;ergeant Ka•�crno, -.::iUi COll!J)l<lte
<lbrcg;;,.td ror hi& persODll sarct.y, held his position throughout
the last. a:,sault <irA del1.vereo deadly tire into t. he attscking
'11.ei Cong. S�o?>ing the J..i.st of his st.Nllgt.h, lie pil\J)ointed
the patrol's pe5:!.tion !or •n artill.ory 'bat�cry, an:i halpe:! his .
�s,istaJlt. a<!JU$t the i.lX:ctll.ing row,,b 'by too :sQl.lmS cI � buJ-8t3.
thr0\l8h his cOW'l!lg() alld "'4'tctarding · leadership. the i�u:rgente
were rcrced to withdraw, and ,. Viet Cong regi."Mntal 'b>w catap
..ms d:l.i;covered ard 11ub3equently de�'troyed. Sergeant 1-Awt.borne 's
cxtz,,.ordiinry heroic..-:, in close cccnt,,1;, a@in6't a n'Ull'.8ri.O:l.ll:y
euper:i.or hostile force ,;as in keeping "'ith the highest traditions
or the military euvic<> a1r.d reflect• srea� credit upon h.l.Jn,;o)4:,
h1.e unit, and the United State� Army.
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