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AWAFD OF TXE SILVER STAR

1. 7C 320, The follewirg AWARC ie announced.

QRAXE, ROBERT Z. 'SERCEANT BS United States Army
Co A, 2d Bn (abn), 5CZ¢ Inf, 1at Bde, 101st Abp Diz, AFO US Forces 96347

Awarc¢ed: Silver 5tar -

Date action: G Dscember 1265 to 10 Decamter 1965

Teater: Republic of Vietnam

Feason: For gellantry inm action: Sergeart Lrake distinguished himself
Orom 9 Dacember 1365 to 10 Deeeabser 1565 while serving ao
assiatant patrol leader of a 6juad slze elemert during a rezon-
raissance mission 1n "War Zcne D", Republic of Vietnan, After
sutcessfully anfiltrating into Viet Cong territory, Sergeant
Crake's patrol was to remain in place untll they were coverad
ty the forward rovement of friendly troops, Deepito tha sall
and experience of the patrcl, they were discovered after sev—
eral hours and engiged by a Yiet Cong platoon. While moving
to & more tenatle pesition, Lhe gatrol leader was wounded emd
bocame too weak to effectivealy direct the patrml. Sergeant
DraXe ivmaodiately assured command and formed a defcnoive per-
irseter. Om the fcllowing morning, as he wag proparing to
extricate his patrel with two mcunded and two dead, the Tied
Cong Lyunched arother 3esault. Sargeant Urake immodiately sset
up ancther defarsive perinmeter and persomilly préovented a bredk-.
thrcugh on tho left flank. When the forward observer was idlled,
Sargeant Brako, with ocomplete disregard for hio parsonal safety,
cradled 30 peters to the radic and called far suprrossive artil-
lery fire, At leamst six times durirg the course of actlen,
Sergeant Jdrake exposed hicself Lo direct fire as ho maneuvered
arsund the perimeter to distribtule armurition and treat casuale
tiee. Througbh kis ocurage, determinstiicn, and outstanding
leadership, the insurgents were forced to withdraw, ard a Viet
Cong rogimental base carp was cdiamcoverasd arnd subsequently
destroyed. Sergeant Drake's extracrdinary herolsm agalast a
mmerically superiocr hostile foree was in keaping with the
highest traditiens of ths military service and reflacts grcat
crodit upom himself, kis urit, and the United States Aray.

futherity: By directicn of the President. under the provisiona of the

Act of Congress, apprceed G July 1G18,





