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A..-aroed: Si1¥er S�r 
Date action: � necembcr 1965 t.o 10 Oec�er 196S 
r.>03tfr: Republic ot \/ietne.,r, 
Re11,ron: For gall.antr;r in action, Sers«.l)t Drake ciist1�sbed l'd.m!cl.l

f1'oa 9 Oec.ea'ber 1965 t.o 10 Deceo106l" 1965 while oervil'g ae 
&ssietatit.' patrol le4".ff o! iL &quad ohe element. during a rccon­
ni,1M&nce nueslon t.11 "War Zone D", Republic o! Viet.=. Art.er 
sur:ces�rull;r 1nr1.ltratuig 1nt.o V.S.et. Ccmg territory; Sergeant 
Ot-ake'" patrol ljl).S to re:n-.1n in plac• =til they were covered. 
iv the tonrard II\Q¥<l!nent n! rriendl;, 'tTOOI"', Oeepito the skill 
etd experience of the patrol, th<17 wei-e discovered at'tcr S6V­
ernl houn Md erig.�g� by 1>, lfht Cong plo.t¢on. l;nilc IDOYil\g 
to o more t.ena'ble pes1ttan, u,e pat.l"Ol loader 1<1.e wound.ed am 
boca.ite too W'ellk t.o e!!eettvely direct t.he po.t,rol. Sergeant. 
Or;u,:c ill:nodi.e.te� M!lwr.ecl ·t-oJT:'ta.1'>1 and for:2ed a defoMivo fel'­
it:,eter. On the tel.1°"1ng lll0l:"n1ng, a, he war proJ)Elring to 
e.'<tri.eate bill i:atrol wit.h t'WO "').wl<ied and t.1'1:1 d-ead, the '11et 
Cong 4unchl'd al'lOthar :iesauJ._t. Sorge&ht Drak$ i.mm.ooiatel:r Mt 
u.,o a.-x,ther def<lfl•i.vo pe.:-i!liet.C?" ar.i pereoinll,y prevented a b.-eak-. 
through on tho le!t .C.ruu:. 1Cl&n tl)& ronmrd obsei-ver ...,., killed, 
Sergeant OrAk<>, with complete di•�g:,rd tor hio peraona.l earttt:,,, 
cra>'1&d )0 Qete%-S to the r&d1o wd oaU,id foi- :iuppros:oive ertil.­
lery 1'1re. l..t. lout ,six t1l!lcs durir,a the eo-u.ne 01' "ct.ion, 
Sergeant :>rake lll<posed hl.A!lcl1' l.o direct r1re e.• ho manewered 
around the p8r1metin- to d1stribuee•ammunition ill'ld treat ca�ci!l­
tie&. fhrough h.i,., c,;ur!lge, determination, 

0 

llrid out.stard1ng 
leadership, the ins�rge�te were fo,-cec) to with::!rav, em o Viet 
Cong rag'.J:1enhl l>O,se c11ep """ c!i.acovt2'ed iu,,j slibaequentJ.y 
GeetN:red. Ser scant. Dn, ,;-, '" extTaordl.Ml"T he.robe, aga:11'1!1 t a 
m:mer.iwq duperio.r hO.'!tile foree was in keeping with tlle 
highast tnditions o:! t.ha lltlita.?7 �drvice ud reriec:t.� great 
erodit u;,on hic\sel.!, hi" w-.it. am the llnited Stahs A�. 

/l.uthor1�, t\y- d1r&ct1on of th� Pnoldent. uode:r tt-e -prov1siona o! the 
Act o! Ccng:rese, apprcC'M q Jul.y 1918, 

Copyright 2017 by Ryan Niebuhr @ 2ndbde.org or as attributed.




