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Awarded: Silver 3tar (Pogthumsusly)

Late 2ction: 1€ September 1565
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Authority;

Reputlic cf victnan
Fer gallantry in action: 3taff Sergoant Fairelcth distinguished
hinsulf ty ha.cie ection on 1§ Sepiaxmber 1645 vhile sorving e 2
rifle squad lezder irn an z2irboyne infant:¥ battelicn on 2 hali-
burne s3arch and degtroy operations. in the tegpublic ¢i Vietnawu,
lost immadietely after 12nding, Sergeant Faircleth's sloient
was ginned down by enany mall a3z {ire. Tha wnit received
instructions to move forth to link up with the wain force
sppreadoiately LCO netsurs away. VWith cneay sniper Iire coming
from Yre west, and Moving the o<mall uiit wvas coupletely
surrowsded - cneyr forces, Sargsant kuircloth, with coxplata
disregord fcT Iis owd porsenal safety, led the first element of
tho Wit rortdl. After moving approedxaboly 20 meters, ths
clanent cdme under a heavy voliltw of swll ams and ivchine gun
fire. Scrgeant Faircleth was msunded and fell to the ground,
sigraliny the etder amders #f the elzient to rcdurn toe the
unit's positicns, He rafusod to zccept redical oid for hi-
s51f Mnordng that 1% might resvit in another casualty. Surgrant
Faircloth was wounded several more timag by encoy imching zun
fipe and qiced cn the battde field, Kis fesrlesmess end
gerivdno concert. fer his suberdindtes in the foce of his om
perid wes an Angpiration to tho ontirs unit. Staff Sergeant
Faircleth's “undizpeachable valer in close canbst agoirnist nimera
iecdly cuperior foxces wos in keeping with tae highest traditions
of tho military service and reflect greet crcdit upon himsclf,
his unit, snd ths United States Arwy,
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