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Republiz of Vietnar

For, gallentry .in aotioh: Stafl Sargoant Valasquez distinmguishod
hinsalf on 12 Docerber 19€5 while servirg as & sguad leador in
en airborne irfantry battallon on o search and destroy operation
in Jen Cat, Xepublic of Vietnon. OSergomnt Valisquez was es-
siznid to the lszd plrtoon of the battalion, Al approxivataly
0915 hours »hile advancing through donso jungle tarrain, one
squad 11 the platoon come undor Mro €rom an estimated Vist long
squad, Hexring tho initizl burst of fire, Scrgusnt Valasquoz
quickly rovett hds sguad to tho frort W assist tho =qus,d umder
firo. Upon reaching the arca, tre ‘nsurzon® squad had slipped
baek into the jungle loaving sovoral Trzils of blood. aithout
hosit:.tio:\'r Scrgeunt Valasgucs led four of his mon along the
trail of Blood in relentless mursuit ¢ tho insurgents. As
thay stopped off the small troil, six Viet Cong opaned firs from
concenlod positiens »ith autorwtio wiipors =id h nd gronades,
Sargocnt Vnlasquoe wes wounddd Tour times, but he guickiy turncd
to his nen and directed thoir fire on the insurgents. A the
fire fight progrossecd, 3 grensde woundod him for the fifth ting
and he folX to tho ground unconscious ihd skortly aftormards
dlad of Iis wwoundse Throughou’ the ori.7 but forocione bottle,
Scrgoont Valasguoz placed tho welfzrs cf his min and the accom=
Plishmont of Lho ciission obove his gerzonal safety, His lendera
ship, Govoticn to cuty, and gall-nlrfr ¥are an snepirrticn to his
nsne Sorgoant Velasquez's gallant cclicns wore in keeping with
the hizhost traditions of tho wdlilary servlce and rolflect grost
credit upon hdmself, bis unit, anc tha Cnil:zd States drmy.
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