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FlFTH ENDORSEMENT on CO 1ST BDE 101ST ABN DIV (AMEL) DA Form 638 of 
2 SEP 1979 

Fran: Camma..Ilier in Chief Pacific 
'l'o: Secretary ot the Army 
Via: Chairman, Joint Chief's or Staff 

SUbj: Medal. of Honor; recamnendat.ion for posthumous award or. case of 
Private First. Class Frank R. FRATELLENICO, USA, 

1 It Readdressed an:l forwarded recorrnnending approval of the posthwnoua 
award of the Medal of Honor to Private First Class FRATELLENICO. 

Copy to: . 
camsMACV (MACAG-PD) -;.-45---­
oot5ARV (A VHAG-PD) 
CO XXIV CORPS (AVII.CG) 
00 101ST ABN DIV (AMBL) (AVDG.CO) 
00 1ST BDE 101ST ABN DIV (AMEL) 
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MACAG-PD 

Commaadtr Ia ChJ.ef 
Ualt.cl states Arm.y, Paclfle 
APOtIIl8 

17 ftB 197\ 

Fonrarded la aceordaa. wltb hct10Il D, }'aft. 24b(1), AR "'2-1-1. 

FOR THB COIOfAlIDBR: 

1 lacl 
It.cm f.rAwd 
(pATBLLJOfICO, P.raat R.) 

G.F.TBAlNBR 
Major, U8A 
AMAG 
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MACAG-l'D FRA TELLENICO, Frank R. 4th Ind 
(6 Oct 70) 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award 

Af:.~"1> 
HIe. Cor)' . 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COM~" 
VIETNAM, APO 96222 17 FEB 1971 

TO: Commander In Ch~ef" Pacific" Fro 96610 . 

1. Recommend approval of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous). 

2. Request this headquarters (ATTN: MACAG-PD) be advised w,hen 
final action has been taken. 

9 Incl' 
nc 
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JlDCamt., BoNn C. 
'!ollko, Jo)m (_1 Jr. 
G&iDe7, 1fall.ace (lIIII) 
Whitlock, 11c.ba.m (BB) 
Batoll, DUae R. 

' . 

D MIl:RITORIOUS .. C .. IIl:VI .... Il:"lT 
OR SERVICE 

FROM, l(rO»ijr~"} Offioer 
18t :sete, lOut .I.1m. Div (.lmbl) 
!PO _ JIJ:uo1.oo 96~, 

lm,02 
lL'!, 02 
PSG, B7 
8l'!, 115 
SP4, E4 

d. LOCATION 

2 UloMter8 veri o£ JI1ra Support Bue :Ba.I:iIett, in the 
OATil: 

18. 

Pro'91Doe of __ !2:1, lepubl10 of V1etaaa 1100 h%'8 19.1uaut 1978 
UNIT MORAl.E. CASU"l.TIE •• AND MISSION ~ING TIME AND C"TEI', OF "CT 

.,zale. Hip. 
:rr1ea4l7 Cawalt1e.. 1 CA., 8 VIA 
lU •• 1olu 8eazob aD4 av .. , Operation 

s ... Appendix VII. AR 672..,5.1 tor !ftlltructioa. on compleline .nd 

att.e-blnl MC •• ,ary narrativo data, .""h a. d ... c:riptlon of tb. act, 

.k.tebea. map •• nd .t.letn.nll of wilneaa .... 

Depart.ment or the Arrrr1 
Vaah1ngton, D. C. ~314 

AGPB-AC 

"-
\' 
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NARRA nVE DESCRIPTION 

On 19 Augu.t 1970, at approximately 0800 hour., .evera! men of 
Company B, 2d BattaU.on (Airmobile), 502d Infantry ob.erved .everal 
NVA .oldier. movinl on a hilltop approximately three hunch'ed and fifty 
meter. to the DOrth at coordinate. YD171319. The ht Platoon of Com­
pany B immediately belan movinl toward the enemy, .upported by aerial 
rocket artillery and the 2d and 3d Platoon. of Company B. A. the lat 
Platoon approached the enemy po.ition., they deployed on line and began 
to aBaault the cloBe.t bunker.. They immediately came under heavy 
small armB and grenade fire that pinned them down. After Beveral Unauc­
ceBaful attempt. to take one of the.e bunker., Private Fir.t ClaBB Frank 

; 

R. Fratellenico .ucceeded in crawlinl clo.e eDOulh to the bunker and 
deatroy it with fragmentatioD Irenade., kil11nl all five occupant •• · The 
attack re.umed, but .oon became .topped by aDOther bunker. Once more 
Private Fir.t Cla •• FratelleDt.co moved forward and tried to .Uence the 
enemy po.ition with another Irenade. A. he prepared to throw the gre­
nade, he was hif .everal time. in the che.t by automatic weapon. fire. 
The impact of the round. cau.ed him to drop the Irena de that he wa. 
preparing to throw. Realizing that the Irenade would .eriou.ly wound 
several of hiB fellow .quad member., Private Fir.t Cla •• Fratellenico 
pulled the grenade under him and ab.orbed the bla.t with hi. body. 
In.pired by hi. courale aDd dedication, the remainiDg men in hiB .quad 
a.Baulted and overraD the eDemy buDlter. 
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At 1100 hours OD 19 Augaat 1970 at grid ooo:rdmates YD 171319, the Firat· 
Platoon ot Company B, 2d Be.ttaUon (.Airmobile) 5024 Wan:t17 vas mpged 
l:?r all HVA CoDpan1' size elelBlt • was well 811treftched in a well torttt1ed 
posi ti.an. 'lhe attack was initiated Will the fIlEllDJ' begaD to tire automatic 
weapons and tJu.oow hand grenades. The platoon was iJlllled1ately pbned dO\ll 
and zable to :maneuver. At this time Private Firat CD.ass Prank R" Jrratel.­
lEllico, woo 'WU a r1fiusn in the platoon, uoved torward to assault the two 
hlnkera to the tront w11h hand grenades. Be 8uooesaMq assaulted the -:r.1rst 
bunker kil.l.1ng S HVA. soldiers. As he uoved tolllU"d the second· b.1lker he vu 
...,unded in the chest w.1th an lPD machine gm. He tell to the g1"O\Jl6 at th1s 
time aimultaneousl7 dropping a hand grenade he 'W88 hold1n,. L¢n. ~re on 
the g1"Omd he sav the live grenade and realili8d that the mal Dear hi. iDrAed1ate 
looation may be seriously wunded or ldlled. w! th hie right hand pullsl the 
grenade mder his l:ody' snd absorbed the explosio!!. His heroic aotions inspired 
his oomrades to oont1nue the assault and route the EIle~, W!ob. resulted in 
2S IVA. Bold.1ens killed and several. blood trails !o1.::nd" 

P/~~/e/1Jar,7 ;" . .... '1 c....---
11O:e~R1' c. }!oCANN 

UolIJ)enl Commander 
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STATIMBNT 

At 1100 hoVe en 19 AllI'Ut 1970, while on a search and sweep operat:1on, . 
the First Pl.atocm ot ~ I, 24 Battal10n (.a.u.ol:d.le) S02d. Intantr,' 
vas engaged by enemy automatic weapons tire and hand greaade t:tre at 
grid coordinates !D17l3l9. Du.r1na the 1D1t1al ocrrtact the platoon 'IIa8 
pinned down by an. IVA ConparQ" rise element entrenohec1 in heav1l)" tol'titied 
poa1t1ons. At We t1ae PJ'ivate P1rat Clue Fr8Dk a. Fratellen1oo, 'Who was 
a rifleman in the platoon, JIIaY84 tOZ"1l'&l"d to &Nault the two bunlcers direotlT 
to tbe1r front With hand greaadee. Be 8\loo ••• tul.lT usaulted. the t1.rA bunker 
and. kUled 5 IVA aold18Z"IJe .I.e he .... D1OV1ng toward the aeoond bmke:r he 1fU 
eer10usly wounded :1n the chest from automat::.c ~Jr.)a:pcme tire. He feu on 
the grOW1Cl" s1IIiltan8O'!).sJ-1' clroppi:lg a live h~")i .. g;!"eD8.de, that he 1IU pre­
pa.'t'iDg to thz-ow into the banker, real111ng ii~'(, t.ne genade he had dropped 
would injure Q1." kill 210m') or hie tellow squad i'l!l3'i .. ~"I8rs, Vi th hi. right hand 
ho pulled the grenade l."lto hie chest, taking the H,,.-rt:tre blast with hi. cheat. 
naaJinng that Private F:oatelienico had. given !'-"':'s :'.:i..1'e far t~. bie fellow 
pla.tor-n mambera increased the assault, lcU..'jng 25 !r1A. soldlere and .tJ.ndI.ng 
J'II.an;y' bloQd tra11s leading from the area. 

Grenadier 
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STATEl'iENT , 

At 1100 hours on 19 J.uault 1910 at pi.4 aoordinatN YDl '7lJl9, the First 
Platoon of C~ B, 24 Battalion (A.irIIob1l.e) S02d Int&ut17 vas engaged 
b7 an NVA. Comp.". 811e e1eautnt who was antrenohed in a vell. fan1t1ed . 
position. The attack 11'&1. i:ir1t1ated when the enatI\Y began )',0 .t1re automatio 
weapc-ns and tbroW' han4 p'en.idea. The platoon 1fU 1DInad1atel.,.. p~ed down 
and. unable to maneU'hz'. at this time Private rust Olass Prank R. P'rateUen:lJco 
who l;as a r1.f1eman in the Platoon, 1IlOved:t~ to usault the two bunke..'t"3 
to the trout nth bar:d grenade.. ae swsoes"tallT aaaul ted. the .first bunker 
kill1ng S NVA. soldier". A. he JI109'ad toNri:i'd t1te .ecoM bunker he was wounded 
in the Ohest tr:om an RPD 1biI4h:1.ne pn~ He teU to the poound at 1ih1a t1me 
a:i.DI11taneoualy dropping a habd grenaOh'l.O "'7"'.8 1:lolc:!:1ng. La:y1Dg there on tho 
ground he saw the livp. f;::,e~ and re.~.:Lz('·, :"'.'(r~ the men ned' his immed:late 
lOr.;a.t1.on 'I1B'T be ~1'i,:m.;:;;:u.,7 W'QWlded 01" k1J.!::. :18 rulled the grenade with h18 
=~.!.gbt hand under h1.~ 0011' and ab~ol"bed th', '.;.~:cl osien. His hElror1o actions 
:'.!...."'Pired his ooJItt'a.do.:;.s to continue the aSsa·ult. '''.n·: rout thd atl8lllT, vh1ch 
:~'''3~'lJlted in 2S NVi sol:!i.ers k:ll~.ed fI.nd sev&1's.:,·",··X!. ~i"a:U.. round. 

:r'ue Team J.eader 
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c..&.B..'T-I-J'-I-(u"'U 

At 1100 hours CZ1 19 luguet 1970 at &rid coordinates 10 171319. the FU,t 
Platoon ot Oomp8l17 B, 2i Wtalion (AirmobUe) 502d Inf'ant17 was engaged 
by an NV.&. (bq:UB1Y .ise elemet \i2.o was ent.nllohed in a well tortitied 
posi tion. The attack was in1 tlated \ben ~ 81ellV began to tire auioma:tio 
-weapons and throw hBlld grenaaes. 1he platoon waa 1mn.ed1ately pi:Dned dow 
and unable to manuever. At this time Private first Class Frank!.. Fratel­
lenioo, who was a rifleman tn the platoon; In:>ved torw&.1'd to assaailt the titlD 
'bunkers to the front with Jund gl"flIlades. Se lIucC8astully assaulted 'the 
first bllker kl11:1ng ; HV"" soldiers. .As he In)ved toward the aeatmd ~ker 
he was 'Wtmded in the cheat :t"roa an BFD machine gm. He tell 1D the gt'01.l1d 
a~ this t.1me aimuJ. taneous17 ~1ng a hand gr.:4ade he 'W8S hold1ag. Laying 
there on the gl'O\I1d he saw the live grenade and rea.llzed that the man near 
his lmnediate locat1on lD8f' be serioua17 'WDwdtn or. kllled, 'With biB r1&bt 
hand he pulled the g.nm.acltl 1.Jlder bis l:od.y' and at-: )rbed the aplol!!l1on. His 
heroic sct.i.ons inspired .1s comrades to Continue the 8Ssaultand l'Oute tb.e 
enemy, which resulted 111 25 NVA 80ldiers killed and several bloat trails 
f.)und. 

Pla1non Leader 
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At 1100 ho ... aD 19 A'qaat 1910 at ptd OOQ2'dinate. m 1'71319, the lJ.ret. 
P1a1:Oo11 ot (bllp_,. S, at Batt.u.OD (~bU.) SOai hf'D..,. ... _ppcl 
by • IfY .. CoIlpC7 111 ... 81 ... t .. VIllI ctrcabtd in & veu tol"tlt.lecJ 
poa11d.on. the .ttaok ..... iD1t1ated 11111. the 811-. be..,. to tire au_tic 
weapOn. and t1u"Ov haDd pcale., !he platoon val 1DDtd1atel7 piDned 101ft 
and m"ble to mID"". At tld.e ti .. PrJ..,.ate Pint Clu, lrek It. lI'rateJ.­
larJ.1ooj wbo v.. a zi.t1 __ til the platoon, JID'f'8d torward to .. -.lot the-tw 
lmkers to the t1Ul t v1 tb. haDd grealKl... He nocesatully aaamt1 tad the 
f'horet lDakc' 1dll~D' 5 IV.&. 8Old1en. ", he 1I)w4 1IoWu« the .eaonct bmtar 
he WU wlJ1decl :In the .,t hom aD BPI) maoldDe 1\1.\. lI. tell to the pmd 
at til tue ailIUltaeous17 cl!oppin, a hand CftIlade he wu bolcHn,. LaQ'1B, 
there OIl th. polDl he law the li'98 p-cade and reali.tId that the me near 
his immediate locatl.on mq be seriously \IOmded or killed, vitA. hi. right 
hand he pulled the CNDade tilde .b:l. lDd:r ad absorbed the aplodon. Ria 
heroio aotious mspired his. CODrad .. to OOIlttn ... the ..... t _ l"Oute the 
me.my, which. resulted in 25 BVA IOldian Jdlled and sfi'eral. blood .. an.. 
found. ' 

Platoon Sergeaa.t 
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Z:~PLANATION OF }~P 

The LZ depicted on the Map was used by friendly forces four days 
earlier on 15 August 1970. 

The bomb craters shOY."l'l \;cre the result of previous air strikes. 
The bu,"'lkers and fighting positions were constructed by NV" forces 

and were partially destroyed by friendly air strikes and artiller,y. 
These positions were reoccupied early on 19 August 197q by an estimated 
NVA company who imma<Uately began setting up a mortar position. This 
was obs,.-;rved by Company B, 2d Battalion (Airmobilo), 502nd Infantl'Ji 
who immediately bogan moving toward tho ono~. 

As soon as contact was made with tho enO~t Private Fratellenico 
iml'l'!ediatvly be~an engaging the enomy located in bunlror numoor one. IS 
succeeded in dostroying this bunker and killing the five NYA soldiers 

TtThO wore; in tbe bunker. Private Fratellonico then hogan moving toward 
c'Unkvr numoo;f two. t.Jhile attempting to throw a grenada into this bunkor, 
1-,0 W3.S sorio'..&sly wounded by automatic woapons fire and dropPJd t,he liv.;;: 
Grunade that he was proparing to throw. Roalizing that the gronade 
wo~ld s~rio4sly wound several of his comrades, Private Fratollonico 
CO>Turcd tra grenade With his body and absorbed tho blast • 
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FIGHl'IHG POSITIONS 

(j 

o 

LOCATION WHERE PRIVATE FRATELtENICO GALLANTLY GAVE HIS LIFE 

.!f!L 
~ 
FRIE1IDLY TROOFS AT THE TIME OF FRIVATE FR.ATELLImICO'S ACTION 

- - - - TRAIL -4 --7 PRIVATE Flli~TELWUCOI S ROUTE OF ADVANCE 
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Narr1\ive DeaoriRtj.on or Gallant (j!ndg. 

At about 0900bn. on 19 .August 1910, the 'first platoon of ~ 13, 
24 &l (Jabl) S02nd Int. bi,an .... ulttng 8net1l1' bunkers looated approximately 
two kilOllleterl west of Fire Slpport Base Barnett at grid cooid1nate. mt'11319. 
The attack 0.. to a &t8D1stUl when elements or the atta** platoon _n 
pinnacl dcnm by intense el'lllnllY RPG, grenade, and aull &!'Ill' tire. Pri:V'ate 
Fratellameo crawled through tlw hall of e~ tire &nil d •• troyed the first 

, bunkar. kW.lng all :tive oooupants. Jb then advanced on a .oord enemy 
bunker and "". bit in t'he chait by &averal rouncl. of aut.atie we.ptJl. tire. 
The 1mpaot ot tho ballets oaut!l8d Private Fratellen100 to drop tbe .arenade 
that ho vas preparing to throw. R3alicing that averal of hi. feU., aquad 
members would be seriouslT injured by tlta grenad.., Private Pratallord,co 
rolled onto the l grenade and abaorbecl the blast wi\b hi. body. m. COQZ'tige 
and dedication to duty tnspirod hi. tellaw 8Oldi.~. or tbe first platoon to 
overrun the Nmain1ng e~ buJUcer.antl rout a numerically superi01" en8m7 
force. The 'taots aonta1lwd. in the propoBGd oitatlon and thi. narrative 
aooount haft been wbatanUated by the .tatament. of eyn1tne ..... 

. - .... 
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PROPOSED CITATION 

For coulpicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and 

beyo~d the call of duty in the Republic of Vietnam: Private First Class 
\ 

Frank R. FratelleDico distinguished himself while serving as a rifle.;. 

man in the lead squad of his platoon during an assault agaill8t a North 

Vietnamese Army company near Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam. on 19 

Augult 1970. Private Fratellenico's squad 'was pinned ,down by a heavy 

volume of enemy fire from two well fortified bunker positions. I Disre-

garding the intense enemy fire, Private Fratellenico maneuvered for-

ward and destroyed the first bunker with hand grenades, killing five 

enemy soldiers. As he moved toward the second bunker, he was seri-

ously wounded by automatic weapons fire, causing him to fall to the ground 

and Simultaneously to drop a live grenade. Without regard for his own 

Ufe, Private Fratellenico reached for the dropped grenade and pulled 

it under him. thereby absorbing the explosion with his body. His heroic 

actions prevented serious injury to four of his comrades who were in the 

immediate vicinity. Private Fratellenico's conspicuous gallantry, extra-

ordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the cost of his own life, above and 

beyond the call of duty, are in the highest traditions of the United States 

Army and .(efiect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of 

hi s country. 
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J'N.ftk a. Prawn.ldao 

1I.tl..-n, Pnvate ftrlt ca. ••• , tited. stat •• 
Arrq 

~ .. at ~.u .. (.AbIso~)t 'ow 
lIltln'h'y, 101" J4.ttbc>tM ."' •• (AbmobUe) 

Joe Plo.tellenico (lather') 

N/A 

19 ~ 197'0 
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AVHAG-PD FRATELLENICO, Fra.nk R. 3d Ind 
(6 Cct 70) 

SUBJECT: Recommendation {o~ Decoration 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO 96375 

TO: Commander, United,States Military Assistance Comma"'"\d, 
Vietnam, ATTN: MACAG .. P"J, APO 96222 

1. Recommend approval. 

2. Private First Class Fratellenico distinguished himself conspicu .. 
,,'ously by gallantry and intrepidity, at the cost of his life, 'abov~ and 

beyond the call of duty. 
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W. 'J. McCAFFREY 
Lieutenant General, . US Army 
Deputy Commanding General 
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DISPOSITION FORM 

Recommendation for Award 

AG DAte 

MAJ Tirainer/rlj!2274 

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACV on the 4th Indorsemeat at· 
tab A to the recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous) to 
Private First Class Fratellenico at Tab B. 

2. DISCUSSION. 

.... 

a. At tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of HODOr' (Posthumous 
to Private First Class Frank R. Fratellenico, , United States 
Army. 

b. The recommendation was reviewed by a board of three general officers. 
These officers recommended award of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous) 
by a unanimous vote. 

c. Recommendations of intervening headQ.uarters are as follows: 

CG, IOlst Airborne Division (Airmobile) 
CG, XXIV Corps Vietnam 
DCG, USARV 

MH &;b Cl MH TabD 
MH bE 

3. RECOMMEND A TION. Signature of COMUSMACV on indorsement at Tab A 
and return of corresponaence to this office for dispatch. 

Q,~~ 
5Incl ~A.~ 
as Colonel, USA 

Adjutant General 
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