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From:
Yo:
Yia:

Subj:

FIFTH ENDCRSEMENT on CO 1ST BDE 101ST ABN DIV (AMBL) DA Form 638 of

1970

Cammarnder in Chief Pacific

Secretary of the Army
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Medal of Honorj recammendation for posthumous award of, case of
Private First Class Frank R. FRATELIENICO, USA,

1. Readdressed and forwarded recommending approval of the posthumous
award of the Medal of Honor to Private First Class FRATELLENICO,

Copy to: . :
COMUSMACY (MACAG-PD) “fsmmmmmestmn:
CGUSARV (AVHAG-FD)

HN 3. McCALN, 3z,

CG XXIV CORPS (AVII-CG)
CG 101ST ABN DIV (AMBL) (AVDG-CG)
CO {1ST BDE 101ST ABN DIV (AMBL)
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GPAG-PA FTRATELLENICO, Freank R. 1ot Ind : J
(17 Yeb N1)

SURJECT: MMAM‘&M‘M(M

NQ, US Army, Pusific, APO Saa Francisee 96588 10 MAR 157

TO: The Adjutest Sensral, ATTH: AGPB-AB, Depastussat of the Avmy,
Washingien, B, C. 30310

Reocommend approvel of award of the Modal of Nonsr (Pestiiumens).
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CAIRY:

1 Inel WILLIAM P, YARBOROQUGH
se Licutoncmi Genesal, U8A

Deputy Commander in Chiaf
ar

1/ COMUSMACY, ATTI: MACAG-PD, APO %122
2
\ .
\\_
DECLASSIFIED ’ i
" authority A4 923570
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

MACAG-PD 17FEB 87!

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous)

Commander In Chief
United States Army, Pacific
APO 96588

Forwarded in accordance with Section II, para 24b(38), AR 672-8-1.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

1Incl G. F. TRAINER
Recm for Awd Major, USA
(FRATELLENICO, Frank R.) Asst AG
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MACAG-PD FRATELLENICO, Frank R. 4th Ind
(6 Oct 70)
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award _ _ .

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND,
VIETNAM, APO 96222 17 FEB 1971

TO: Commander In Chief, Pacific, FPO 96610
1., Recommend approval of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous)

2. Request this headquarters (ATTN: MACAG- PD) be advxsed when
final action has been taken.

9 Incl o REIGHTON W, ABRAMS
nc , United States Army
Commanding
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Q}&H MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT
OR SERVICE

[3

ROM: ({pclude ZIP,Code)
_nﬁng officer

1st Bde, 10lst Abtn Div (Ambl)
APO San Franoisco 96383

TLAST NAME » FIRST NAME - MIDDLE NAME 2. SSAN 3. GRADE 3. BRANCH
| Pratallenico, Frank B. PYC B-3 US_Army
!|5. ORGANIZATION
Olgt Abn Div ) AP0 8¥ 96383
:[6. RECOMMENGED AWARD 7. POSTHUMOUS AWARD: [E]ves {Jno

’ 8. DESIRED DATE OF PRESENTATION
!
S. wl Qs INTERIM AWARD MADE? [ Jves [x]No

< DATE AND RLACE OF OEATH 19 Jugust 1970

the of Txi, VN
b. NAME, RELATIONSHIP AND,ADDRESS OF NOK

Joe Pratellenico (Father

AWARD:
PART Il - RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD FOR HEROISM
10, INFORMATION ABOUT EYEWITNESS )
a. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, M! b. B3AN €. GRADE d. UNIT ¢
MoCamn, Bobexrt C. 1Ly, 02 Co B 2d An (Ambl) 5024 Imf
Tomko, Jomn (KMN) Jr. 1LT, 02 | Co B 24 Bn (Ambl) 5024 Inf
Cainey, Wallace (NMN) PSG, E7 | Co B 24 Ba (Ambl) 5024 Inf
Whitlock, Richard (xry) §GT, ES Co B 24 Bn (AmbD) 5024 Inf
Hatoh, Duans R. 8P4, E4 Co B 24 Bn (Ambl) 5024 Inf
e, IF STATEMENT OF WITNESS 1S NOT ATTACHED, GIVE REASON
1", ’ CONOITIONS uNbER WHICH ACYT WAS PERFORMED
b, TIME €. OATE

Q. LOCATION

Province of Quang Pri, Republic of Vietnam

2 Kilometers west of Fire Support Base Barmett, in the

1100 hrs |19 August 1970

Morale: High .
Friendly Casualtiess 1 KIA, 8 WIA
Fission: Searoch and Sweep Operaiion

d, UNIT MORALE, CASUALTIES, AND MISSION DURING TIME AND DATEI(S) OF ACT

PART 1) - RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE

12, INCLUSIVE DATE FOR WHICH RECOMMENDED

13. INCLUSIVE DATES OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNIT SHOWN IN ITEM S,
STATE REASON FOR END DATE (Retire, REFRAD. etc.}

14. OTHER AWARDS TO INDIVIDUAL DURING TIME FRAME SHOWN IN |

YEM 12 {Does not include interim award)

! PART 1Y - OTHER INSTRUCTIONS AND AUTHENTICATION

15, INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPENDICES:

See Appendix VII, AR 672+5+1 for instructions on completing end
attaching necessary nerrative deta, such as description of the act,
sketches, maps and statements of witnesses,

€. RELATED POSITION OF PERSON INITIATING RECOMMENDATIDN|
TO PERSON BEING RECOMMENDED

, 1st Bde, 101lst Abn Biv

17. TYPED NAME, GRADE, BRANCH AND TITLE OF PERSON
INITIATING RECOMMENDATION

Go " ggmu Commanding

** Fhe Adjutant General, ATTN: AGPB-AC
Department of the Army
Washington, D, C., 20314

19. SIGNATUR 20. DATE

_252570

'S FO 8s

[Dﬁ_Av 1535':»6”3#._ QUF R“";ft’r'fcs'q ﬁu
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

On 19 August 1970, at approximately 0800 hours, several men of
Company B, 2d Battalion (Airmobile), 502d Infantry observed several
NVA soldiers moving on a hilltop approximately three hundred and fifty
meters to the north at coordinates YD171319, The 1st Platoon of Com-
pany B immediately began moving toward the enemy, supported by aerial
rocket artillery and the 2d and 3d Platoons of Company B. As the lst
Platoon approached the enemy positions, they deployed on line and began
to assault the closest bunkers, They immediately came under heavy
small arms and grenade fire that pinned them down., After several unsuc-
cessful attempts to take one of these bunkers, Private First Clau Frank
R. Fratellenico succeeded in crawling close enough to the bunker and
destroy it with fragmentation grenades, killing all five occupants.- The
attack resumed, but soon became stopped by another bunker, Once more
Private First Class Fratellenico moved forward and tried to silence the
enemy position with another grenade., As he prepared to throw the gre-
nade, he was hit several times in the chest by automatic weapons fire,
The impact of the rounds caused him to drop the grenade that he was
preparing to throw. Realizing that the grenade would seriously wound
several of his fellow squad members, Private First Class Fratellenico
pulled the grenade under him and absorbed the blast with his body.
Inspired by his courage and dedication, the remaining men in his squad
assaulted and overran the enemy bunker,
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G-E-R-T-J-FJuCeA.T-B

At 1100 hours on 19 August 1970 at d ooordinates YD 171319, the First -
Platoon of Company B, 24 Battalion {Alrmotile) 5024 Infantry wes emgaged

hy an NVA Company size element who was wall entrenched in a well fortified
position, The attack wes initiated vhen the eneamy began to fire avtomatic
wogpons and throw hand grenades, The platoon was immediately pimmed down

and mable to msneuver, At this time Private First Class Frank R, Fratel-
lenico, who was a riflemsn in the platoon, moved forward to assault the two
ankers to the front with hand grenades, He sucoessfully assaulted the first
hmker killing 5 NVA soldiers, As he moved toward the second tamker he was
wounded in the chest with en FPD maohine g, He fell to the growmd at this
time simultaneously dropping e& hand gremads he was holding, Laying there on
the gromnd he saw the live grenade and realised that the men near his immediate
location may be seriously woinded or killed, with his right hand pulled the ¢
grenade mnder his body and absorbed the explosion, Hig heroic actions inspired E
his oomrades to continue the assault and route the enemy, which resulted in
25 NVA soldiers killed and several hlood trails foind,

(Lded €T

1
ROZERT C, MoCANN %
Uompany Gommander -
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STATEMENT

4%t 1100 hours en 19 August 1970, while on a search and sweep operation,
the First Platoon of Company B, 2d Battalion (Airmobdle) 5024 Infantry

was engaged by enemy automatic weapons fire and hand grenade fire at

grid coordinates YD171319. During the initial contact the platoon was
pimmed dowm by an NVA Company size element entrenched in heavily fortified
positionss At this time Private First Class Prank R. Fratellenico, who was
a rifleman in the platoon, moved forward to assault the two bunkers direotly
to thelr front with hand grenades., He successfully assaulted the first bunker
and killed 5 NVA soldiers. As he was moving toward the second bunker he was
soriously woundad in the chest from automat’c imapons fire. He fell on

the ground, simltanecusly dropping a live Lznd zrenade, that he was pree-
paring to throw into the bunker, realizing thst tre grenads he had dropped
would injure or kill soms of his fellow squad weioers, with his right hand
he pulled the grenade into his chest, taking the entire blast with his chest.
hzalizing that Private Fratellenico had given his ife far them, his fellow
platoon mambers inoreased the assault, kti‘ing 25 W74 soldiers and finding
many blood trails leading from the area.

DUANE R, HATCH
Grenadler
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STATEMENT | -

At 1100 hours on 19 August 1970 at grid coordinates YD171319, the First
Platoon of Company B, 2d Battalion (Airmobile) 502d Infantry was engaged

by an NVA Company eize alement who was entrenched in a well fortified
position, The attack was initiated when the enety began o fire antomatic
weapcns and throw hand grenades. The platoon vas immediately pimmed down
and unable to mansuver. At this time Private Firet Class Frank R. Fratellenico
who vas a rifleman in the platoon, moved forward to assault the two bunkers
to the front with hand grenades. He successfully assaulted the first bumimr
killing 5 NVA soldiers. A4S he movad towald the second bunker he wes woundad
in the ghest from an RPD mashine gun. He fall to the ground at this time
similtaneously dropping a hahd grenads. 16 v2a holdings Laying there on the
ground ho saw the live cwenads and re:iiz:- st the men near his immediate
lacation may be serionzky woauded or kill: e rulled the grenads with his
izht hand under hias hody and abuorbed th- i-insion. His herorié actions
inspired his comradss tc continue the assault 2n’ rout the enemy, which
varmited in 25 NVA soliers killed and severs’ . od Srails found.

P ? ! ”» [ \/
= ¢ .
/\ ¢ '~f/¢c¢'€v — Sl

FTCHARD W lI7/

=8

Fire Team leader
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At 1100 bours on 19 August $970 at rid coordinates YD 171319, the First
Platoon of Company B, 21 Babtalion (Adrmobile) 502d Infantry was engaged
by an NVA Company lise elenmgnt who was entrenched in a well fortified
position, The attack wes initiated vhen the enemy began to fire automatio
wegpons and throw hand grenades, The platoon was immediately pinned down
and wnahle to manuever, At this time Private First Class Frank B, Fratel-
lenieo, who was a rifleman in the platoon; moved forward to assmilt the two
tunkers to the front with band grenades, He successfully assaulted ‘the
first bmker killing 5 NVA soldiers, 4s he moved towerd the seadnd hmker
he was wounded in the cheat Irom an FFD machine gm, He fell to the growmnd
at this time simulteneously dropping a hand grinade he was holdimg, Laying
there on the grownd he saw the live grenade and realized that the mem near
his immediate location may be seriously wowmded or killed, with his right
hand he pulled the gremads wnder his body and at->rbed the explosfon, His
heroic actions inspired hls comrades to continue the assault and goute the

enemy, which resulted 4x 25 NVA soldiers killed and several hlood trails
fowmd,

-
k]

#, £ J—:rnﬂ.u—
JOHN TOMKO

Platoon Leader
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At 1100 hours on 19 August 1970 at grid ocoordinates YD 171319, the First
Platoon of Company B, 21 Battalion (Airmotdle) 5021 Infuntry was wngaged
by an NVA Company sige elenent who was entrenched in a well fortified
position, The attack was initisted when the enexmy began to fire autematic
wegpons and throw hand grenades, The pletoon wes immediately pinned down
and mahle to maneuver, At this time Private Mirst Qlass Frank R, Fratel-
lenico; who was a riflemsn int the platoon, moved forward to assomlt the two
bnkers to the front with hand grenades, He successfully assaslted the
first bmker dlling 5 NVA soldiers, As he moved toward the second bumker
he was wowmded in the chest from an RPD machine gwm, He fall to the grownd
at this time simultanecusly dropping a havd grenade he wes holding, Laying
there on the ground he sav ths live grenade and realiged that the nem near
his immediate location may bs serioualy wounded or killed, with his right
hand he pulled the gremade under his tody and absorbed the explosion, His
herolc actions inspired his comrades to continue the assuult and route the
eneny, which resulted in 25 NVA soldiers killed and several tlood trails
fowd, '

Platoon Sergeant
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S PLANATION OF MAP

The LZ depicted on the map was used by friendly forces four days
earlier on 15 August 1970.

The bomb craters shown were the result of previous air strikes,

The bumkers and fighting positions were constructed by NVA foroes
and were partially destroyed by friendly air strikes and artillery,
These positions were reoccupisd early on 19 August 1970 by an estimated
NVA company who immediately began sctting up a mortar position, This
was obscrved by Company B, 2d Battalion (Airmobile), 502nd Infantry
who immodiately bogan moving toward tho onomy.

As soon as contact was made with tho onomy, Private Fratsllenico
immediatcly begen cngaging the encmy located in bunker numbor one. W .
succeeded in destroying this bunkor and killing the five NVA soldiers
who werc in the bunker, Private Fratollonico then began moving toward
tunker pumbcs two, While attempting to throw a grenado into this bunkor,
»e was scriowsly wounded by automatic woapons fire and dropped the live
grznade that be was proparing to throw, Roalizing that the gronade
would serioasly wound several of his comrades, Private Fratellonico
covcred tke grenade with his body and absorbod the blast,
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.___I>\ ENEMY REINFORCEMENTS
— ADVANGING

— I\ mavo 2/502 BoUTE
L._/ OF ATTACK

Ei ENEMY BUNKER DESTROYED
BY PRIVATE FRATELLENICO

(8}
>  FIGHTING POSITIONS
o) LOCATION WHERE PRIVATE FRATELLENICO GALLANTLY GAVE HIS LIFE
Y o
T TREE

)__/0 FRIENDLY TROOPS AT THE TIME COF PRIVATE'FRATELLENICO'S ACTION

~ - - ~ TRAIL ' '
3 — FAIVATE FRATELLENICO'S ROUTE OF ADVANCE
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY .

Narritive Desoription of Gallant Conduct

At about 0900hes, on 19 fugust 1970, the first platoon of Cempany B,
2d Bn (Mmbl) 502nd Inf, began assaulting enemy bunkers locatsd approximaetely

two kilometers west of Fire Support Base Barnett at grid coordinates YD171319,

The attack came to a standstill when elements of the attacking platoon were
pinned down by intense ensmy RPG, grenade, and small arms fire, Private
Fratellenico crawled through the hail of enemy fire and destroyed the first

. bunkar, killing all five ocoupants. b then advanesd on a second enemy

bunker and was hit in the chest bty soveral rounds of autematis weapens fire,
The impact of the bullets caused Private Fratellenieo to drop tho gremnade
that ho was preparing to throw, Roallsging that several of his follow- squad
members would be seriously injured by the gronsde, Private Mratellenico
rolled onto the, gronade and absorbed the blast with his body, His courage
and dedication te duty inspirod his fellow soldiers of the first plateon to
ovarrun the romaining enemy bunkers and rout a mumerically superior enenmy
forco, The faots contained in the propossd eitation and this narrative
acoount have been substantiated by the statemonts of eyewitnessss,
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i beyond the call of duty in the Republic of Vietnam: Private First Class

¥OR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

PROPOSED CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and

Fra;:k R. Fratellenico distinguished himself while serving as a rifle-

man in the lead squad of his platoon during an assault against a North
Vietnhamese Army company near Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam, on 19
August 1970. Private Fratellenico's squad ‘was pinned down by a heavy
volume of énemy fire from two well fortified bunker positions.’ Disre-
garding the intense enemy fire, Private Fratellenico maneuvereci for-
ward and destroyed the first bunker with hand grenades, killing five
enemy soldiers. As he moved toward the second bunker, he was seri-
ously wounded by automatic weapons fire, causing him to fall to the ground

and simultaneously to drop a live grenade, Without regard for his own

life, Private Fratellenico reached for the dropped grenade and pulled

it under him, thereby absorbing the explosion with his body., His heroic
actions prevented serious injury to four of his comrades who were in the
immediate vicinity, Private Fratellenico's conspicuous gallantry., extra-
ordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the cost of his own life, above and
beyopd the call of duty, are ir the highest traditions of the United States
Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of

his country,
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Name ¢ Frank R, Fratellenico

Status: Rifleman, Private First (lass, Undted States
Araty , .

Organigation: Compary 3, 24 Battalien (rwmobile), 502nd
Infantry, 10ist Arborne Divieion (Mdrmabdile)

Next of Kin: Joe PFratellenico (Father)

Person who assisted: N/a

Senditions sinder which agt mexformed

loecatios o idlamotors wast of Piro Base
Barnstt, Quang Tri Provinee,

Date: 19 Mgust 1570 2

Torrain: Hiltop and ocommooting r!.dgu, largoly
defoliatod Wy artillery and alr strikes,
Visdtility good in all directiocne,

Woathors Good, tompereture averaging &n the 90's,
1ittle or no wvind,

Enomy Conditions Morale high, Fimly entrenshed im bunkers

and foxholes, Armed with machinoguns, RFG's,
82m: mortars, Chi Com gronades, and amall
arme, {25KIA)

Defendews Condition: Morale Mgh, Assmulting enemy hold bunkers,
foxholes, and mortar positions, ,
(1KTA, 80TA)
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: LVDO-CS #ratellenico, Frank R, 1st Ind ‘
! {2 Sep 70) :
; SUBJECT: Recommandatwn f.or Award
- DA, HQ, lOllt ﬂtbwﬁ*mﬁim (Airmé‘hﬂ&}, APG' 96383 13 September 1970
: _.THP.U: Conqmaudiug G.m:a.l, m qupt, ;APO 96349 .
B
d .Honor to Privaee Fxr.st
_ - ‘bé&dn carefully reviewed by
L “E 'iurds and Decorations Board..
et : ha"b‘en verified amiu
. :
ugtlon of the recommendation, =
- with AR 600-3L, ;
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AVHAG-PD FRATELLENICO, Frank R. 3d Ind .
(6 Cct 70) !
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Decoration
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO 96375
TO: Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, ,
Vietnam, ATTN: MACAC-PD, APO 96222
l. Recommend approval.,
2, Private First Class Fratellenico distinguished himself conspicu~
_ously by gallantry and intrepidity, at the cost of his life, above and
beyond the call of duty, ;
9 Inci W.J. McCAFFREY »
nc . Lieutenant General, 'US Army | A
Deputy Commanding General r
5
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DISPOSITION FORM

For use of this form, ses AR 340~ 13, the proponent agency is The Adjvtant G I's Office.
! REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SuUsJeCT

*>,MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award
'< T - FROM AG oat LG FED 1971 AT 1
'N—. PO CofS" MAJ Trainer/rlj/2274

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACY on the 4th Indorsement at-
Tab A to the reecommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous) to
Private First Class Fratellenico at Tab B.

2. DISCUSSION.

a. At Tah B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous)

g
to Private First Class Frank R. Fratellenico, » United States - 4
Army., _ Lo
b. The recommendation was reviewed by a board of three general officers. z
These officers recommended award of the Medal of Honor (Posthumous) o
by a unanimous vote. ; qo
¢, Recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows: ﬁ;
: CG, 101st Airborne Division (A1rmobile) MH (Tab .
CG XX1IV Corps Vietnam MH (TabD i
DCG USARV MH (Tab E)

3. RECOMMENDATION, Signature of COMUSMACYV on indorsement at Tab A
and return of correspondence to this office for dispatch.

1

| 51a W, A. ROTLEDGY] i

'] as Colonel, USA ? |

! Adjutant General

| —. N

' Approved/Sigrzd L

COlys D X_ - i

DEPCCLI'S . wMo®ED {

¥cors _MeTED B

b | _s2/8%0 Hred 21 5
‘ FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY |
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DA oM 2496 REPLACES DD FORM 94, EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WL 98¢
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