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GENERAL ORDERSj 

No. 18 -

HEADQUARTEDS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

WASHINGTON, DC, ft8 Aprtt 1910 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress' 
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by aet of 3 March 1863, aet of 9 July 1918 
a.nd act of ~ JUly 1963, j! the Medal-of; HOROl' for :ConspicllOus gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life a.bove and beyond the ca.ll of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the na"me of Congress to: 

Private First Class Milton A. Lee, United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action above 
a.nd beyond the call of duty on 26 April 1968, near the city of Phu Ba.i in the 
Province of Thua Thien, Republic of Vietnam. Private Lee was serving as the 
radio telephone operator \vith the 3d Platoon, Company B, 2d Battalion, 502d 
Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). As lead element 
for the company, the 3d Platoon received intense surprise hostile fire ftom a 
force of North Vietnamese Army Regulars in well-eoncealed bunkers. With 
150 percent casualties, the platoon maneuvered to a position of cover to treat 
their wounded and reorganize, while Private Lee moved through the heavy 
enemy fire giving life-saving first aid to his wounded comrades. During the 
subsequent assault on the enemy defensive positions, Private Lee continuously 
kept close radio contact ,vith the company commander, relaying precise and 
understandable orders to his platoon leader. While advancing with the front . 
rank toward the objective, Private Le~ observed four North Vietnamese soldiers 
with a.utomatic weapons and a rocket launcher lying in wait for the lead element 
of the platoon . .A,Jj the element moved forward, unaware of the concealed danger! 
Private Lee immediately and with utter disregard for his own personal safety, 
passed his radio to another soldier and charged through the murderous fire. 
Without hesitation he continued his assault, overrunning the enemy position, 
killing all occupants and capturing four automatic weapons and a rocket 
la.uncher. Private Lee continued his one-man assault on the second position 
through a heavy barrage of enemy automatic \veapons fire. Grievously wounded, 
he continued to press the attack, crtl.wling forward into Ii firing position and 
delivering accurate covering fire to enable his platoon to maneuver and destroy 
the position. Not until the position was overrun did Private Lee falter in his 
steady volume of fire and succumb to his wounds. Private Lee's heroic actions 
saved the lives of the lead element and were instmmental in the destruction 
of the key position of the enemy defense. Private Lee!s conspicuous gallantTy 
and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit on himself, the 5O'2d Infantry, and the United States Army. 
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By Order Qithe . Secretary 'Of the Army: 

Offioial: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
1Vajor General, United Stiltes A.rmy, 
The Adjutant General. 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
,General, United State8 Army, 
'Ohief of Staff· 

'. 
J:'~: .. 

,'l" 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in aecordance with DA. Foo.im 12-4 requirements. 

'l'AGO 718A 

DEC~SSIF1ED 

i Authority fV[Vlytl ~Slt1."'""-!I~"""" 
i S, -'iN NARA nat~ dJ 

, 

By Order Qithe . Secretary 'Of the Army: 

Offioial: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
1Vajor General, United Stiltes A.rmy, 
The Adjutant General. 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
,General, United State8 Army, 
'Ohief of Staff· 

'. 
J:'~: .. 

,'l" 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in aecordance with DA. Foo.im 12-4 requirements. 

'l'AGO 718A 

DEC~SSIF1ED 

i Authority fV[Vlytl ~Slt1."'""-!I~"""" 
i S, -'iN NARA nat~ dJ 

, 



FOR OfF~, USE ONLY 

, ~ 

QPAG.PA Lee, WUt_ in ... 
 (IS ...... '9' 

aUJUZCT, ............. 10., ....... '" tile ..... ) ., B ... ( ........... 1,., , . 

HQ. VI Army. PacIfic, .APO _ ...... elac. '6111 S 0 APR 1969 

TO: n. ~ 0eMnl, ATTN: AG .... .AJI. De,.n .... of tIM ...... ,.. : " 
........... .D. c. IOJ1O . 

"'omrD'" .......,al 01 ...... 01 tlte ..... 1 ." .... ., ( .......... ,. 

J'oa TIlE cowuumza 1M ClDD"r 

1lac1 
ac .' 

........... r 
WUlMACV 

ATTN: WACAG.PJ) 
APO 96UJ 

w. 1.·J)vaIIDmKaoa& 
.... s ................ aa 
Actt •• cw.r .. .... 

FOR OmClAl, USE ONLY 

FOR OfF~, USE ONLY 

, ~ 

QPAG.PA Lee, WUt_ in ... 

(IS ...... '9' 
_UAI.MITI ............. 10., ....... '" tile ..... ) ., B ... ( ........... 1,., , . 

HQ. VI Army. PacIfic, .APO _ ...... elac. '''" S 0 APR 1969 

TO: n. ~ 0eMnl, ATTN: AG .... .AJI. De,.n .... of tIM ...... ,.. : " 
........... .D. c. IOJ1O . 

"'omrD'" .......,al 01 ...... 01 tlte ..... 1 ." .... ., ( .......... ,. 

J'oa TIlE cowuumza 1M ClDD"r 

1lac1 
ac .' 

........... r 
WUlMACV 

ATTN: WACAG.PJ) 
APO 96UJ 

w. 1.·J)vaIIDmKaoa& 
.... s ................ aa 
Actt •• cw.r .. .... 

FOR OmClAl, USE ONLY 



. '. "' ,.~ .--, .' - , 

t ' 

MACAG-PD 

SUBJECT: RecolDlII_daUoa for Award of tba Medal of Hoaor (~~) 

ComlD&llder ill Ch1ef 
UDlted stat.. Army, Pae1flc 
APO 91558 

- . .' , 

Forwarded in accordance with Depu1meat of tbe Army _..,e VNCLAS 
794106 from AGPB-AC. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

1 IRel 
Recm forAwd 
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MACAG-PD LEE, Milton 4th Ind 
(31 Aug 68) 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, 
VIETNAM~ APO 96222 12 p,::,' 1%? 

TO: Commander in Chief. Pacific. FPO 96610 

1. Recommend approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously). 

2. Request this headquarters (ATTN: MACAG-PD) be advised when final 
action has been taken. 
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nc General, United States Army 
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:Z •• UNIT """AL.II:, CAJlUAL.TIII:I AWO Io&'NION' IHDIC ... T .... tIIT TKa UIIiI1T .MDO' ..... AT TIMII: OF ACT 

Fr1eDd.l1' moral cont1.nued to be at .. high 1Amal ~: though intense 8neJV tire pro .. 
duced la1OU. and 26 WHA. Searcb &D1 481!1t.ro" a!H1GJQ.. P'r1endl.y' troops vere "'1.ul.t1~ 

. on the enelll;Y bunkers. 

21. WHAT W ... II CO"" AOE. WMO W""E ,I< I ...... EDIAT ..... OlCIWlT" DG'NG - H01( DID TH.V !"A .. TlC,PATE IN THE ACT 

R.ain.1ng troops were t.orced to tate c emir 1'rc:a 1ntenee enelll1 aut<aat1c weapons !ire 
until PFC Lee drEnl all enear,y attention on h1Melt'. '!.'ben others were again able to 
mon to di!feretrli positIons. 

"ART IV - RECOMMENDATION ,"0. AW .. D ,Oft ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE 
2.6. UNIT, M .... OQUA ... TIE .... 01'1 SIICTION IN WHICH OUTY ••• ~1r"'''OIU.tlO 

CCllpaD;1 B, 2m. Bn (Abn) ,tem. Int 
17. INCL.USIIiE OATILS ,.OR " ... ICM R£CO ... "'ItNtl.o 21. NOW IN SAMe: OR !'t1!:l. .. ATEO I'<SSIGNJoIENT 
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26 A.pril 1968 ONO a TO Bit "'£ .... 1«' .... 1:0 OW Oft ABOUT 
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o TO •• c:O .... I....TIIO ON 0 .. ABOUT DIR~ lA' o TO •• ".l.leVlto .... OW ... O ON 0111 ABOUT 

"ART V. TO II USED '011 ALL ItICOMMEMDATIONS 

'0. HARRATIVE OESCRIPTION O'"'~ OCEO Olll ACT ( ] Ac;MllltYEMEHT PI!:","ORMEO 0" SE"VICE !'tENDEREO 

I'OR ArARD'OR HEROISM, WAI ACT 1I0l..UNTA.lVt O.le",IB. WHY ACT'WAI OUTSTANDING ANO II" IT lUI ".0 .. 11: THAN w.o. •. 
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.. 

CO!6PICrrOUS GJ.LLANTRY AND INTREPmnT &1' THI RISI (]I m CltIlf LIFE,A.BO'lR .t.m;l BKYO!I) 
THE CALL OF DIJ'l'Y ,tlHI:L! SlaVING AS RADIO 'fKL&PHONI 0PlmJ.'l'Qt CF TIE THIRD PUTOON, 

.C<l!PANr B, 2D BlTTALICll (AlRBORNI) 502D m.omr, IN '!'HI PR~Z OF THUA '1'HIZN .. 
RltPUBLIC '" VIET taM. AS 'mE COOAHrtS LE.A.D BIJ:IIIlft, THE THIRD PLlTOON; CLIKIIm 
snA.DILY UPWARD ,THROUGH EX'r!HELY DDSB Jll!fOLI aaCWfH .. IT A.PPROlCHED THE BSGm'" 
00 OF A. WEtL-TRAVELED, KU-&.DI m.&.lL. u:r«lIlIlf TO, PFC LEE t S PLlTOON, A. N1JmR-, 
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snA.DILY UPWARD . THROUGH EX'r!HELY DDSB Jll!fOLI aaCWfH .. IT A.PPROlCHED THE BSGm'" 
00 OF A. WEtL-TRAVELED, KU-&.DI m.&.lL. u:r«lIlIlf TO, PFC LEE t S PL&.TOON, A. N1JmR-' 
IC.lLLY SUmUOR FatCE OF NmTH ·VIftIAMSSB .lRMf itEOO'LARS, IN COlCEALKD AND P'mTIl"lE!i 
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STRATEGIC L!l:ATIOO TO ACHIEVE A. HIOHLY IP'PEC'lIVIC CCllBIllATION 01 ZNBHl DEFERSBB. 
DBMY WEA.Po:te, FRESH FRCM OTHBlUf FACTORD'S .. ~00I"l'ERlm .BY PrC LEE'S PLATOON ON 
'fHlT FAl'EFUL DAY m:::LUDED RPG ROCD1'. UtnCHIRS WITH 1'Xt&'3COPIC LBNSES .. • 30 CAtyBKR 
HACHm crow, LIGHT AUTOMATIC W&lPCE, JJID VARIOtf!J TYPBS r:J1 Rum GRElfADES. Pre 
LlBtS PL.lTOON J.PPROACFED THE AMBUSH sm .um WJ.S .lLLMD '1'0 PASS 'THE PO_CST ENEMY 
BlJ'NKBBS DNMCLESTED TO BEnER Il6tRB m .lCCCJIPLlBlItEN'l' OF THE EHKKtIS FIENDISHLY 

Jl. DIE.C .. ' •• 1I:1"".,CTS 0,", .. rtSUI..T. 

Total victory and the saving ot taur 1I8n's UTes • ... 
,2. "' ....... TIlO POSITION 0,.. P!i:R'ON I~ITI"'TIW~ I'IItCOMIoIIlN· a3. I" A "'10" 01/ fED ... O .. W..,.O AWA'" 0 "OR PR II art NT ATION TO 

OATION TO PIERSON BEIN" RKCO .... It ... OItD Mrs. Ruth Campion, 
lL'1'. Thanaa Lakcmia 'Jr (Platoon Leader) (Gra.other j 

34. INCL.OaU'" 1:1 (1ncJ ... d. propo •• d cJ<.tton. al<.,c.h •• , "".re "1'- n. TY".O "''''''11, ~"AOIr. ."' ... NC .... "'1'00 TITL.II 01" PCIUON 
n •••• t.'lI:IIIftarnt • ..n., rflquJ,..d.) INITIATING AItCO ..... ,.~I) ... TION 

Narrative Desoription ThOllU Lakcaia Jr. U.S. lIllY 
Citation (Proposed) F1ret L1autenant Infantry 
Ey'6W'itnes8 Statem.ent 115 •• 110 .T .ar 

~L_" L Map ~~ ~ .J" 
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REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT 

MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award 

t'[ THRU .~~;J.I FROM AG DATE,;;:, CMT 1 

TO CofS MAJ Vinton! gmm/227 4 

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACV on the forwarding in<iQrsement at 
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B. 
» .... 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) 
to Private First Class Milton Lee, RA15959258, United States Army. 

b. The Senior MACV Awards Board recommended award of the Distinguished 
Service Cross in lieu of the Medal of Honor. AG recommended to ACofS, JI that 
notwithstanding the recommendation of intervening commanders, a close review of 
the recommendation and supporting documents indicates that the acts performed by 
Private First Class Lee were similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has been 
recommended and favorably considered in the past. ACofS, J'l approved this recom
mendation (See Tab C). -

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have, in the past, requested this headquarters to 
reconsider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier 
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached 
at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity as 
wereother similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved. 

d. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows: 

CG, 10lst Abn Div 
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps 
Deputy CG, USARV 

DSC 
DSC 
DSC 

3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACV on indorsement at Tab A 
recommending approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) and return corres
pondence to this office for dispatch. 

3 Incl 
as 
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1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACV on the forwarding in<iQrsement at 
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B. 
» .... 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) 
to Private First Class Milton Lee, RA15959258, United States Army. 

b. The Senior MACV Awards Board recommended award of the Distinguished 
Service Cross in lieu of the Medal of Honor. AG recommended to ACofS, JI that 
notwithstanding the recommendation of intervening commanders, a close review of 
the recommendation and supporting documents indicates that the acts performed by 
Private First Class Lee were similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has been 
recommended and favorably considered in the past. ACofS, J'l approved this recom
mendation (See Tab C). -

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have, in the past, requested this headquarters to 
reconsider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier 
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached 
at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity as 
wereother similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved. 

d. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows: 

CG, 10lst Abn Div 
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps 
Deputy CG, USARV 
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3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACV on indorsement at Tab A 
recommending approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) and return corres
pondence to this office for dispatch. 
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1. PURPOSE. To obtala aipatue of COWSMACV OIl the forwardl.ac tadoJ"~ ... tat 
Tab 1 to the Ncommeadatlon for aWU'd at Tab B. ' " 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab B S. a recommeaclat1oa for awarcl of tile Medal of Boaor (poethUl'DOWllJ) 
to Prl ..... te J'1rat Cla .. MlltoD LH, RA11.SIIU, UDlted statu Army-
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Not withstaI}ding::he recommendation of intervening conmanders, a cGose review of the 
l".c •••••• at'"1IX 
recommendation and supporting documents indicates that the acts nerformed by Private 

First Class Lee were sllnilar to those for which the Medal of Honor has he~commended 

and favorably considered in the ~ast. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff,have in the past, requested this headquarters to reconsider 

its recommendation in conjunction ,~ith sllnilar cases where the soldier had displayed 

exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached at TAB B is 

equally as descri~tive of gallantry, hravery, initiative and intrepidity as were 

other sllnilar cases for which the Medal of Honor has heen approved. 
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DI~POSITION FORM 
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REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT 

MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award 

JI'X THRU ACofS, JI 
TO CofS 

FROM AG DATE CMT 1 

MAJ Vinton/gmm/2274 

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACV on the forwarding indorsement at 
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B. . ... 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) 
to Private First Class Milton Lee, R.iI~5!258, United States Army. . t:J ....... 

Prr..,.,.,.,... ~~ct(,,7' --r I .1W'7. I,,.. ,L~ -~ ; 
b. The Senior MACV Awards Board r mmended award of the Distinguished . ~ . 

Service C ross in lieu of the Medal of Honor. The ACofS, JI did not concur in the 
Board's recommendation (See Tab C). No't'-withstanding the recommendation of • 
intervening commanders, a close review ~e recommendation and supporting 
documents indicates that the acts performed by Private First Class Lee were 
similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has been recommended and favorably 
considered in the past. 

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have, in the past, requested this headquarters to 
reconsider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier 
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached 
at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity as 
were other similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved. 

d. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows: 

CG, 10lst Abn Div 
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps 
Deputy CG, USARV 

DSC 
DSC 
DSC 

3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACV on indorsement at Tab A 
recommending approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) and return corres
pondence to this office for dispatch. 

3 Incl 
as 

SIDNEY GRITZ 
Colonel, USA 
Adjutant General 
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Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B. . ... 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) 
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reconsider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier 
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached 
at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity as 
were other similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved. 
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Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps 
Deputy CG, USARV 
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