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GENERAL ORDERS ]

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

W wOw

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress’

approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918
and act of 25 July 1063Y,'the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to:

Private First Class Milton A. Lee, United States Army, who
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action above
and beyond the call of duty on 26 April 1968, near the city of Phu Bai in the
Province of Thua Thien, Republic of Vietnam. Private Lee was serving as the
radio telephone operator with the 3d Platoon, Company B, 2d Battalion, 502d
Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). As lead element
for the company, the 3d Platoon received intense surprise hostile fire from a
force of North Vietnamese Army Regulars in well-concealed bunkers. With
50 percent casualties, the platoon maneuvered to a position of cover to treat
their wounded and reorganize, while Private Lee moved through the heavy
enemy fire giving life-saving first aid to his wounded comrades. During the
subsequent assault on the enemy defensive positions, Private Lee continuously
kept close radio contact with the company commander, relaying precise and

understandable orders to his platoon leader. While advancing with the front

rank toward the objective, Private Zee observed four North Vietnamese soldiers
with sutomatic weapons and a rocket launcher lying in wait for the lead element
of the platoon. As the element moved forward, unaware of the concealed danger,
Private Les immediately and with utter disregard for his own personal safety,
passed his radio to another soldier and charged through the murderous fire.
Without hesitation he continued his assault, overrunning the enemy position,
killing all occupants and capturing four automatic weapons and a rocket
launcher. Private Lee continued his one-man assault on the second position
through a heavy barrage of enemy automatic weapons fire. Grievously wounded,
he continued to press the attack, crawling forward into a firing position and
delivering accurate covering fire to enable his platoon to maneuver and destroy
the position. Not until the position was overrun did Private Lee falter in his
steady volume of fire and succumb to his wounds. Private Lee’s heroic actions
saved the lives of the lead element and were instrumental in the destruction
of the key position of the enemy defense. Private Lee’s conspicuous gallantry
and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great
credit on himself, the 502d Infantry, and the United States Army.

ke W W

TAGO T76A—day BO0A4T5 ,—70

- | By NARA Dal

- HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WasHiNgroN, DC, 23 April 1970

[ DeCipsSFED >
Authority 550 g

GO 13

pX¢

W

i
'
H
i
:
i
£



By Order of the Secrstary of the Army:

Official :
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General.

Distribution :

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
. General, United States Army,
'Chief of Staff.
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GPAG-PA lLee, Milton lst Ind
(13 Apr 69)

SUBJELT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of Honor (Puthummlr)_

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Fraacisco 96558 3 0 APR1969 |

TO: The Adjutant General, ATTN: AGPB-AB, D.pcrtnunt of the Army. :
"~ Washingtem, D. C. 20310

Recommend approval of award of the Medal of Honer (Festhumens).
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIKTY:

1 Inel W. J. DURRENBERGER
ne s Brigadier Geaeral, G8
Acting Chief of Staff
C farnished: .
MUBMACY
ATTN: MACAG-PD )
APO 96322
2
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MACAG-PD 1 3 AFR 759
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Medal of Honor (Pocthnmnuly)

Commander in Chief _ ‘
United States Army, Pacific
APO 98558

Forwarded in accordance with Department of the Army message UNCLAS
794106 from AGPB-AC.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Incl R. W. VINTON
Recm for Awd Major, USA
PFC LEE, Milton Asst AG
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MACAG-PD LEE, Milton 4th Ind
(31 Aug 68)
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND,
VIETNAM, APO 96222 {2 ;~ o0

TO: Commander in Chief, Pacific. FPO 96610

1. Recommend approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously).

2. Request this headquarters (

ATTN: MACAG-PD) be advised when final
action has been taken. »

5 Incl CREIGHDSN W. ABRAMS
nc General, United States Army
Commanding
5
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PARY 1 = STATUS AT TWE OF RECOMMENDA TION
1. LAlf NAME ~ FIRSY puu: ~ MIODLE NAME T . 2. SERNICE NO. , 3, r.af;rvc & BRANCK [OF MOS JL wt)
LXE, Miltam - e . ITRC R3 Lr%_léblp 4
L BRCANIZATION 8 LFOAL NESIOENC @ [Nicaber, Sirsal, LTy, ) :
Co B, 2/502, 1st Bde, 10lst un Div
7. ulfbmirﬂ:lb uuhg‘ A , Us 9. NAME, nu.x;foumlr. AND ADDRZS$S OF NEXY OF Kin -
5 : oo Mrs. Ruth.faxnion.
Nedal of Honar m ves (Jwo

.

10. s(nvlc: Nwau .

t ﬁu{\'.t. seERVICE GICH HO oR

~ STAYUS AT TIME OF ACT OR s"p"twcl

/(f;.lauo.id

up aoeluay 01 Ang pL008Y

ﬂ. w:u\ or uovt Puuot-l nAv

.-un
ﬂarac'r aw: mm: AND 'rvn or mepﬁ_ o

Y

n
7

C
m?lI; D"Ov‘ . - ; °
15 I PREVIOUS RECOMMEND AT{ONS nn‘uoﬂ‘n‘go ol
v wuou, wHEN, ACTION un!u( lno ﬁwqﬁrnr:n <
o c o3
. :
. - ]
S
o
—
25
& o
—
= o
_ -
oo
-~
e
< 3
ST
-

El

S

22 - ' J»com\'gn ynua\vmcu,pc'r msiuwnh: -
o LocATROW W B ANOUUSIVE QATREL -
Province: Thus ;Man Rep '

.. LRl . . bed !
T AR T T vy

Large

rcouvuc TER AND CONDITIONT OF Tzukmuq

Mountain Steep and Thickly p%tt.d
Only datg:d u';;.]l,s poxw.iﬁtld%*

YNlﬂ

RIS

1 Sid an lho raeult of the wct.) - & .

Empwy mevale was goody.:,

froy the enewy, (4

weapons coupled th

vithin cuvplex.

snipers in trees pa'ovidad xmrhna hu‘qlh-nt.

strongly, bet fled when. rrfm:n,y &‘oep cdnd y

natd); Pire powsr: n‘im'uiu& r
7:xpeketas. Tojey LTI Yofel

™ s FOR RV S

AN

N -
| DECLASSIFIED _
" Authority V123597

oL\ nara omQ‘Ml |

——
REPRODUCED AT THE NAmhi‘n;'&d




P e e Ve e aw’m —————— o e - vm!-—?—»-—.._.-' ~/~1
. - . [} R . oL 4 \" .

» o AR
. UMNIT MORALE, CASUALTIES AND MISSIONI INDICATE WHAT THE UNIT ‘“DO!NO AT TIME OF ACY
Friendly moral continued to be at a high level even though intense enewxy fire pro- .
duced LKHA and 26 WHA., Search and destroy mission. Friendly troops were essaulting .
‘on the enemy bunkers. ) |

X

25. WHAT WERKE COMRMADES WHO WERE IN IMMEDIATE PROXIMITY DOING - HOW DOID THRE Y PAR‘NCH’AY[ IN THE ACT
Ramaining troops were forced to take cover fram intense emrv automatic weapons fire
until PFC Lee drew all ensmy attention on himself. Then others were again able to :
nove to differeut positions. : ;

PART Y ~ RECOMMENDATION POR AWARD POR ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE
26, UNIT, MEADQUARTERS, OR SECTION (N WHICH OUTY WAS PERAFORMED o

Company B, 2nd Bn (Abn) 502nd Inf

27. INCLUSIVE DATES FOR WHICH RECOMMENDED 28, NOW [N SAME OR RELAYED ASSIGNMENT

26 lprﬂ 1%8 (Ono (] 70 8& REasSSIGNED ON OR ABOUT
28. SERVICE COMPLETED [ ves [OJvo e RETIRED ON OR ABOUT
Oroex COMPLETED ON OR ABOUT mm !/L {170 8K RELIEVED FROM AD ON OR ABOUT
PART V. TO D!&ED FOR ALL RECOMMENDATIONS
30. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF OLED OR ACT D ACHIEVEMENT PERFORMED OR SERVICE RENDERED

FOR AWARD FOR HEROISM: WAS ACT YOLUNTARY? OCESCRIGE WHY ACY WAS OUTSTANDING AND IF iT WAS MORE THAN WAS
NORMALLY EXPECTED, EXPLAIN.MOW. IF IN ARRIAL FLIGHT, DESCRIBK YYPE AND POSITION OF AIRPLANK, CREW POSITION
OF INDIVIDUAL, AND ALL UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

FOR AWARD POR ACHIEVEMBNT OR SERVICE: TITLE AND DUTIES OF ASSIGNMENT, INCLUDING CHARACTEA OF SKERVICE OURING
PERIOD FOR WHICH REC OMMENDED fO!n complete ducdpﬂcl of technical or apeclalized poaitiona, including dates of assignnent and

relief); WHAT OID THE INOIVIDUAL DO THAT MERITS THE AWARO? WKY WAS THIS OUTSTANDING WHEN COMPARED TO OT MERS OF
LIKE RANK AND EXPERIENCE IN SIMILAR POSITIONST i

ON 26 APRIL 1968, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS MILTON LER DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY
COXSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND INTREPIDITY AT THE RISK OF HIS OWN LIFS,ABOVE AND BRYGRD
THE CALL OF DUTY,WHILE SERVING AS RADIO TELEPHONE OPERATCR OF THE THIRD PLATOON, i
.COMPANY B, 2D BATTALICN (AIRBORNE) 502D INFANTRY, IN THE PROVINCE OF THUA THIEX, :
'REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM. AS THE COMPANY'S LEAD RIENENT, THE THIRD PLATOON. CLIMBEED
STRADILY UPWARD THROUGH EXTEMELY DENSE JUNGLE GROWTH, IT APPROACHED THE BEGIAE-

ING OF A WELL-TRAVELED, MAN-MADE TRAIL. UNKNOWN TO PFC LEE'S PLATOON, A NUMER— -
| | ICALLY SUPERIOR FORCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY REGULARS, IN CONCEALRD AND FCRTIFIED
| POSITIONS,WAS LYING IN WAIT. THE EREMY BUNKER COMPLEX WAS ARRANGED IN A ZIGZAO LINE
- | PORMATION ALONG BOTH SIDES OF THE TRAIL TO PROVIDE THE ENEMY SUPERIOR INTERLOCXING
FIELDS OF FIRE. SNIPERS WITH LIGET AUTQMATIC WEAPORS IN TREES WERE ALSO PLACED IN
. | STRATEGIC LOCATIONS TO ACKIEVE A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE COMBINATION OF ENEMY DEFENSES.
' | ENRMY WRAPONS, FRESH FRCM NORTHERN FACTORTES, ENCOUNTERED BY PFC LEE'S PLATOON ON
THAT FATEFUL DAY INCLUDED RPG ROCKEY. LAUNCHERS WITH TRLESCOPIC LENSES, .30 CALIEER
MACHIRE GUNS, LIGAT AUTCMATIC WEAPORS, AND VARTOUS TYFES OF HAND GRENADES. PFC
LEE'S PLATOON APPROACHED THE AMBUSH SI?E AND WAS ALLOWED TO PASS ‘THE POREMOST ENEMY
BUNKERS UNMOLESTED TO BETTER INSURE THE ACCCOMPLISHMENT OF THE ENEMT'S FTIENDISHLY

3\, DESCRIBE KFFECTS OR RLSULTS

Total victory and the saving of four men's lives,

Tt

TBUTHTI) 9TQe3suf) 30eTudy 09 AQO) pJIOIBY

32. RELATEOD POSITION OF PRERSION INITIATING RECOMMEN- 33, (P APPROVED, FORWARD AWARD FOR PRESENTATION TO
OATION TO PERSON BEING RECOMMEN?ED . xr’. Mh Cmim,
1LT. Thamas Lakomia Jr (Platoon Leader) (Grandmother )
34 INCLOBURES (Inciude proposed citetion, sketches, ant eye wit- Jl Tvnto NAME, GRADE, BRANCH, AND TITLE OF P:n:on
neas etatomente when required.) INITIATING AECOMMENDATION
Narrative Desceription Thomas Lskamia Jr, U.S, Amxy j
Citation (Proposed) First Lisutenant Infantry ;
Byewitness Siatement . s .'
Map
REVERSE SIDE MAY BE USED FOR DRAFT OF PROPOSED CITATION, CONTINUANCE-OF ABOVE ITEMS. LF NEC Y’
' . y PPRC Japan
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UBJECT: Recommendaticn for Awardi _ : '

DA, HQ, 10lst Airborne Divisicn, APC Sazn Francisco 96353

Commanding General, Headgrarters X1V Corps, APO 90308

TGO: Commarnding General, United States Army ”“e'“narn, APT 96375
i, Ihe a2mached recommendation for awvard of the Medal of Honor to Private
‘irs Class Miiton Lee, United States Army, has been carefuil y

reviewed by the 10lst A;rborne Division Awards and Decorations Board. In-
formaiion contained on the recomraendation has heen verified and is accurate,
2. My aecision reflects o considered ovelicarion oi the recomusencation,
I recommend dowagrading o the Distirguished Service Cross,

N

3. Thnis recommendation is not in contravention with AR &006-31.

1
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AVHAG-PD LEE, Miltea 3} Ind
al"‘m ' s
SYNECT: Ressmamandation for Award :

MEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETHNAM, APO mrumme

TO: Commander, United Bintes Miliary Assivtancs Command, w
APO %1

1. mmwmmmu;mum
fisal swerd.

L

2. The resummmendstisn for the Madul of Mensr does nat meet the
eriterin sutlined in paragraph 84, AR 673-8<). Privats First Slass
1ae dieplayed catenerdimry hereism. hawever, the degres of erveism
wags ot sufliciant ¢ merit award of the Medal of Nener.

i

listed) FRAMK T. MILEREM
- CPT Ladomis Lisutemnat Gensral, U8 Army
~ 5 Grage Duputy Commanding Gensrel
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PROPOBED CITATION
BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, UNDER THE JOINT RESQOLUTION (F CONCRRSS '
APPROVED 12 JULY 1862, THE MEDAL OF RONOR FOR CONBPRCUOUS GALLANTRY AW DN
TREPIDITY AT THE RIBK OF LIFE ABOVE AND EEYCHD THE CALL OF DUTY IS AWARDED

POSTHIMOUSLY BY TFE TEPARDENT OF THE ARMY TN THE NAME ON CONCRESS TO PRIVATR

FIRST CLASS NTLTON LEE IN CONNECTION WITH MILTTARY CPERATINS AGATNST AN ARMED
ABTIIZ FORCE ON 26 APRTL 1968, NEAR THE CTTY OF PAU BAI, REPUBLIC OF VIET
MM, PFC LEE WAS THE PLATOON LEADER'S RADTO TELEPACNE CPERATCR IN THE THIRD
PLATOOM OF COMPANY B, THE THIRD PLATOON, BETNO LEAD ELEMERT POR THR COMPAYY,
APPROICTED THE ENTRANCE 70 A MATN TRATL AND SUDDENLY RECEIVED TRTEMSE FOSTILE
FIRE FROM A DNKNONY SIZE BUNKERED FORCB OF WORTH VINTRAMESE ANMY REOTLARS,
TR ENONY FORCE WAS BQUIPPED WITH RPC ROCKET LAUNCHERS, LICHT ADPOMATIC WEAPORS,
30 CALTAER MACHDYE GUNS A'D GREWADES, TFESE WKAP(NS WERE USED EXTENSIVELY ON
PFC LEE'S PIATOCH NOR A PERICD OF FOR AOURS, SWIPERS WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPO®
WERE 180 PLACED TN TREES SURROUNDING THE ENENY'S AMBUBH SITE, TIE AMBUBH WAS
TNTTIATED 80 SUDRMLY TRAT FIPTY PEACENT OF PIC LEE'S PLATOCH BACANE CASTALTTES.
THE REOADVER OF THE PLATOON SWIFYLY NANEUVERED 70 A POSITION OF COVER TO TREAT
TEIR WOUNDED AND PLAN A ROUTE OF ASSAULY, PPC LEK MOVED THROUGH THE ENEMY
FIRE SEVERAL TDES GIVINC LIFE SAVING FISST AID 70 AIS WOUNDED COMAINS, TIE
ASBAULT WAS TNITIATED QUICKLY AYD THE MANCOVER BRCAN, PPC LEE'S PLAYOON WS
ASSTCHED THE WISSION OF FLANKING THE ENEMY Of TVE LEFT SLOPE OF THE FILL,
STAYINS O THE FORMARD LIME OF CONTACT, PFC LEX CONTINUOGELY KEPT CLOSR RADIO
CONTACT WITH TFE COMPANY COMUANTER AND QUICKLY RELAYED PRECISE AWD UNTERSTAND-
ABL” MANEIER ORTERS TO HIS PLATOON LFADMR. ALL THE WHILE HE MOVED WIYH THE
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FRONY RANKS, ASSAULTING TOMARD THE OBJECTIVE, PYC LEX OVSERVED FOUE WA SCLDIERS
WITH ATTOMATIC WEAPORS AND AN RPG ROCKE? LAUNCHER, LYING IN WAIT OF THE LiAD KLEe
WENT OF PFC L¥E'S PLATOON, THE LEAD ELEMENT, BKITC FULLY UNAWARK OF THE CONCEAL-
ED DANGER, CONTINED OH, PFC LES, DMEDIATELY AND VITH C(MPLETE DISRECARD FQR
mumwm,mmmm,mmcmmwwmm,_
INTO THE EWS(Y PCSITION. DURTNG THIS TDR, T HENY SCLDIERS WERE PLACINC &
NURDEROUB FATL OF AUTQMATIC VEAPONS FIRE O THS ONCOMING PFC LEE, WITHOUT HESIe
2ATION FE COPFTRED FXS STSADPAST MANSOVER UNPTL X WAS IN TiE DSGDIATE YICTNITY
Qr THS EWRXY POSITION, MWD HIS MISSION 10 A RALT, PPC LEX COCLITELY OVIR-
RAN THE POSITION, KILLIWG ALL OCCUPANTS AND CAPTURXNO POUR AUTCMATIC VRAPONS

AND A ROCKET LAUNCHER, CONPLEYR WITH ROGKETS. NEING THIS FAR INTO THE EMENY COMPLEX
GAVE PPC LER COMPLETE ORSERVANCK OF REMATNIWC POSITIONS, SKEIND ANOTSER POSITION
TO WS LEPT PLAXK, PFC LEKE, ACATH WITH COMPLETR DISREGARD POR HIS ONM PERSONAL
SAPETY, CHARGED PORWARD AGATN THROUGH THE HEAVY BARRACR Op ZNENY AUTQMATIC WEAPOWS
FIRE, WHICH WAS NOW DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY ON P7C LER T0 INPRIE HIS FORWARD ASSAULY.
WHILE RAPIDLY CLOSINO ON KIS GBJRCTIVE, PFC LER WAS MORTALLY WOUNDKD, PFO LEE,
WOr 70 M STOPPED TN RIS SEOPWEHLprssyon AND MEEILESS OF THR EXORUCIATING PADN,
CRANLED FORVASD INTO VIEM OF HIS OBJECTIVE AXD CONTINUED TO PUT OUT A STRAIY VO-
LM OF BUPPRESSIVE FIRE, UNDER PIC LEE'S LuST SUPPCRTING FIRE HIB PLATOON WAS
AN 70 MAMEOVER ON AXD DESTROY THE POSITICN, JOT UNTIL THE PCSITION WAS DISPGSXD
GF DID PIC LES FALTER IN HIS STEADY VOLME OF FIRE, P7C LEE'S HEROIC ACTIONS
BAVED THE LIVES OF 77K LEAD ELKMEWT AND CADSED THE MEMATNING ENENY SOLDIERS TO
WITHRAN, LEAVING BESTHD BQUIMMGNT, BE-Y: 10 THEIR CAUSE, AND WOMEROUS DEAD.
PFC LER'S CUTSTAXDING DISFIAY OF COMSPICUOUB GALIANTRY AND INYREPIDITY AT TH
RISK OF LIPS ABOVE AND MEYOWD THE CALL OF DUTY ARE IN KEEPIN WITH THE HIUHEST
TRADTTIONS OF THE NILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECT CREAT CREDIT UPON HDWELF, HIS

UNIY AXD THR UNITED STATES ANNY,
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REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL ape- SUBJECT
MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award '
™ THRU - FROM AG DATE . | /. CMT 1
TO CofS MAJ thon/gmm/2274

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACYV on the forwarding 1ndorsement at
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B.

2. DISCUSSION.

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously)
to Private First Class Milton Lee, RA15959258, United States Army.

b. The Senior MACV Awards Board recommended award of the Distinguished
Service Cross in lieu of the Medal of Honor. AG recommended to ACofS, J1 that
| notwithstanding the recommendation of intervening commanders, a close review of
the recommendation and supporting documents indicates that the acts performed by
Private First Class Lee were similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has been
recommended and favorably considered in the past. ACofS, J1 approved this recom-
mendation (See Tab C).

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have, in the past, requested this headquarters to
reconsider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached

at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity as
were other similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved.

d. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows:

CG, 101st Abn Div DSC
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps DSC
Deputy CG, USARV DSC

3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACYV on indorsement at Tab A
recommending approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) and return corres-
pondence to this office for dispatch.

Ydé Jnd Fat MEOAL 85 HeN
Sigred|Aasreved by '( OMUSMAS:
3 Incl 0 nrm-
as J—ﬂ—t--ﬁ-ﬁ»—iggﬁ—' o

Adjutant General ’ i

DA FORM Mg REPLACES DD FORM 96, EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WILL BE
1 FEB 62 ISSUED AND USED UNTIL | FEB 63 UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED,  U.5- COVERNMENT PRIKTING OFFICE : 1963 0—707-311
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MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award v

ACof8, J1 AG PRI
MAJ vme-/m/n'u

1. mmmcvuudsmnomnmmwunmm
tion for award of the Medal of Honor pertaining to Private First Class Milton Lee,
United States Army, and the decision of the board is as shown at Tab A. :

2. Recommendation for sward of the Medal of Honor is attached at Tab B.
3. Recommeadations of interveaing commanders are as follows:

Acting CG, 10lst AbaDiv  DSC
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps DSC
Deputy CG, USARY D8C

4. A close review of the recommendation and supporting documents indicates that
the acts performed by Private First Class Lee were simliar to thoee for which the
Medal of Honor bas been recommended and favorably considered in the past.

5. The Joint Chisfs of Staff, have in the past, requested this headguarters to re-
consider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached

at Tab B is equally as deser, of gallantry, dbravery, initiative and intrepidity
as were other similar canes for which the Medal of Honor has beean approved.

6. Recommend that the decision of the Awards Board be overruled and that a recom-
mmm-hpmmmm.dcowmcvmummam
Medal of Honmor.

. SIDNEY GRITZ
- Colonel, USA
Acting President
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MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award
X THRU ACofS, J1 AG P ,,
TO CofS MAJ Viaton/gmm/3374

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACYV on the forwarding mdornmt at
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B.

2. DISCUSSION.

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously)
to Private First Class Milton Lee, RA13630258, United States Army.

b. The Senior MACV Awards Board recommended award of the Distinguished
Service Cross in lieu of the Medal of Honor. AG recommended to ACofS, J1 that
notwithstandiag the recommendation of intervening commanders, a close review of
the recommendation and supporting documents indicates that the acts performed by
Private First Class Lee were similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has been
recommendsd and favorably considered in the past. ACofS, Jl approved this recom-
mendation (See Tab C). \

¢. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have, in the past, requested this headquarters to
reconsider its recommendation in conjunction with simiiar cases where the soldier '
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached '
at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity u
were other similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved.

3

d. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows:

¢fi, 10ist Aba Div DSC
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps DSC : ' BN
Deputy CG, USARV DBC ‘ o

3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACY on indorsement at Tab A
recommending approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) and rmm corres-
pondence to this office for dispateh. ‘ i

LA
4

3 Incl SIDNEY GRITZ s
as Colonel, USA
Adjutant General
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TAB A TNDORSEMENT
TAB B RECOMMENDATION
TAB C DF

Not withstanding the recommendation of intervening commanders, a cdose review of the
recommendation and supporting documents indicates that the acts performed by P.ri'va'té.
First Class Lee were similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has be%cqmnended
and favorably considered in the past.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff,have in the past, requested this headquarters to reconsider
its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier had displayed
exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached at TAB B is

equally as descriptive of gallantry, hravery, initiative and intrepidity as were

other similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved.
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DISPOSITION FORM

(AR 340-18)
REFERENCE OR QOFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT
MACAG-PD Recommendation for Award
XX THRU ACofS, J1 FROM AG DATE cuT 1
TO CofS MAJ Vinton/gmm/2274

1. PURPOSE. To obtain signature of COMUSMACYV on the forwarding indorsement at
Tab A to the recommendation for award at Tab B. I

2. DISCUSSION.

a. At Tab B is a recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor (posthumously)

to Private First Clags Milton Lee, RA15959258, United Staat_a‘s Army.
A6 MM*‘:" S~ . 7

b. The Senior MACV Awards Board r
Service Cross in lieu of the Medal of Honor.“ The ACofS, J1 did not concur in the
Board's recommendation (See Tab C). No't\withstanding the recommendation of
intervening commanders, a close review ol the recommendation and supporting
documents indicates that the acts performed by Private First Class Lee were
similar to those for which the Medal of Honor has been recommended and favorably
considered in the past.

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have, in the past, requested this headquarters to
reconsgider its recommendation in conjunction with similar cases where the soldier
had displayed exceptional initiative and intrepidity. The recommendation attached
at Tab B is equally as descriptive of gallantry, bravery, initiative and intrepidity as
were other similar cases for which the Medal of Honor has been approved.

d. The recommendations of intervening headquarters are as follows:

CG, 101st Abn Div DSC
Chief of Staff, XXIV Corps DSC
Deputy CG, USARV ' DSC

3. RECOMMENDATION. Signature of COMUSMACY on indorsement at Tab A
recommending approval of the Medal of Honor (posthumously) and return corres-
pondence to this office for digpatch.

3 Incl SIDNEY GRITZ
as Colonel, USA
Adjutant General

mmended award of the Distinguished % {

DA FORM 2496 REPLACES DD FORM 96, EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WilLL BE
1 FEB 62 ISSUED AND USED UNTIL 1| FEB 63 UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED,  U.5 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963 0—707-911
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— HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM

Office of the Adjutant General

Awards and Decorations Branch

<

ROBERT W. VINTON
MAJ, USA
Ch, Awds & Dec Br
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
OFFICE OF THE {\DJUTANT GENERAL

SIDNEY GRITZ
Colonel, USA
Adjutant General
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/ HEADQUARTERS

UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
/ Office of the Adjutant General

Awards and Decorations Branch .

W ,.4‘;75,77
g

ROBERT W. VINTON
MAJ, USA
Ch, Awds & Dec Br
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