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Basing the following opinion on what I know of the battlefield
situation, the condition of our men, the resistance encountered, and
the resultant frame of mind which most of our men were in, I would feel
quite cualified to judge the motivational factors involved in Staff
Sergeant Sims' action which sacrificed his life for his men. ind yet,
even moreso do I feel able to correctly analyze this man's motivation

on the basis of a personal knowledge of him, of his accovplishments, of

his dedication and loyalty.

Staff Cergeant Uims was not a man to act rashly; he made decisioms
with the firm belliel that he was right, and he made them without count-
ing the cost to himself, He was intensely loyal to his men, and never
mt his own interest above theirs., Just five days before he died he was
assigned the task of securing an LZ during heavy fighting. He sssured
that his men were properly positioned and behind suitable cover. /nd
he made certain that the wounded were expiditiounsly evacuated. Yet he never
considered cover for himself durding a full six hour period during which he
was under a harsesing sniper "ire., His devotlon was to his duty and to his

men., #nd so 1 believe, as he never acted otherwise thatl 1 was aware of,
did he consider the safety of his men on 271 February, fully swsre of the

sacrifice he was making, yet more poignantly concerned for the fate of his
men were he to choose any other course, In sisple fact, Haff Sergesnt “ims

knowingly snd willingly laid down his life so that hin emmdm might live.
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